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I. Sires» that recent dramatic changes in Europe have provided a unique opportunity for 
an innovative, collective approach to resolving the existing unci anticipated problems of the 
environment, while at the same time assuming full responsibility for critical environmental 
problems of a global nature and offering partnership to other regions; emphasize the need for 
developing effective and efficient tools and mechanisms promoting convergence and 
sustainable development in lui rope, which could eventually lead to the elaboration of a pan-
European environment programme within UN/ECE in cooperation with relevant international 
organizations and taking into account the report on the State of the Environment in Europe; 
and Ijiki' note of the first set of such tools and mechanisms, as developed by the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental and Water Problems, and, in particular: 

(a) Invite the European Community (EC), the Organisation for Economic Co
operation and Development (OECD), the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD), the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE), and the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to examine existing conditions and possibilities 
for promoting the development, wide application and transfer of environmentally sound 
technology including legal and economic aspects, and to consider the elaboration, in the light 
of such an examination, of codes of conduct or international legal instruments, as appropriate; 

(b) Invite UN/ECE to widen the scope of its Energy Efficiency 2000 campaign by 
addressing the role of energy-efficiency measures for reducing emissions of greenhouse gases 
and acidifying substances, and taking up opportunities for developing energy-efficiency 
standards and labels for consumer goods and appliances; 

(c) Iiivife EC, OECD, and UN/ECE to continue to develop a coherent set of 
instruments for the application of the integrated approach to pollution prevention and control, 
including multi-media inventories of pollution sources, life-cycle assessment, environmental 
product profiles, ecolabelling, and integrated permits that ensure reduction at the source and 
minimization of pollutants transfers in the environment; 

(d) Invite OECD in cooperation with UN/ECE to review obstacles preventing a 
wider implementation of economic instruments throughout Europe and to elaborate 
recommendations on practical approaches to overcome these obstacles, bearing in mind that 
the restructuring of the countries in transition offers an unparalleled opportunity to incorporate 
economic instruments into environmental policies; 

(e) Support the launching by OECD of a country environmental performance 
review programme aimed at assisting Governments to achieve domestic and international 
environmental objectives, invite UN/ECE to consider extending the review process to other 
UN/ECE countries in close cooperation with OECD, and call upon Governments to provide 
the necessary voluntary contributions, in cash or in kind, to carry out the reviews; 
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(0 Support the creation of nn integrated, pan-European environmental information 
system based on a network of national focal points, bearing in mind the particular role of the 
European Environment Agency in this regard, as well as the establishment of a common 
European environmental data set by EC, OECD and UN/ECE through appropriate institutional 
arrangements; 

(g) Call on Governments to promote the establishment and implementation of legal 
mechanisms that ensure public access to environmental information and public participation 
in decision-making relevant to the environment, including mechanisms for environmental 
impact assessment, emergency planning, environmental reporting, and relevant administrative 
and judicial review procedures, and emphasize the need to strengthen international 
programmes which intend to implement the right-to-know provisions of Agenda 21 together 
with the implementation of UN/ECE environmental conventions which promote public 
participation; 

(h) Agree that there is a growing need to strengthen the implementation of existing 
international legal instruments dealing with environmental matters of concern to Europe, and 
in this respect invite Governments and relevant international organizations and institutions 
to adjust existing bilateral and multilateral assistance programmes or to launch new 
programmes aimed at strengthening the capacities of countries in transition to comply with 
obligations under environmental conventions. 

2. Call upon countries which have not yet adhered to the Convention on Environmental 
Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo, 1991), the Convention on the 
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents (Helsinki, 1992) and the Convention on the 
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Helsinki, 1992), 
negotiated within UN/ECE, to do so as soon as possible, and support the elaboration within 
UN/ECE of guidelines concerning the monitoring of compliance with international 
environmental conventions for consideration by the parties at their respective meetings. 

3. Express their firm determination to take, within the framework of the UN/ECE 
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and its related protocols on sulphur, 
nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds, all feasible steps to curb emissions of air 
pollutants, and to undertake further steps to mitigate the adverse effects of acid rain and 
photochemical oxidants, in particular, by concluding a second sulphur protocol. 

4. Express their firm determination to take all possible steps, within the framework of 
the UN/ECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watecourses and 
International Lakes, to prevent, control and reduce water pollution, in particular in 
transboundary waters, in order to avoid significant adverse environmental and economic 
consequences. 

5. Support strongly consultations on partnership action between recipient and donor 
countries as well as relevant international financial institutions aimed at supporting activities 
under the Environmental Action Programme for Central and Eastern Europe and under the 
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution; and request that these consultations 
be successfully concluded as soon as possible. 
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