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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This submission delineates a perspective derived from the

experience of a community which has lived with the nuclear

industry since its beginnings in Canada, 45 years ago.

Much has been accomplished in both basic and applied research

in that time, and the industry continues to be recognized

world-wide as a leader in solving high-technology problems.

However, recent funding cuts, made in spite of governments'

stated support of research and development, have seriously

jeopardized the industry's ability to maintain this high

standard. Current anti-nuclear attitudes among our elected and

appointed officials respond more to today's political fashions

than tomorrow's evident needs.

The Town of Deep River believes that the industry has

demonstrated a superb safety record in the past. If common sense

prevails in matters of safety, and if appropriate levels of

funding are maintained, the nuclear industry will continue to be

a source of pride for all Canadians.
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Commissioner Hare, distinguished members of the Advisory Panel/

Ladies and Gentlemen:

At the outset I would like to thank you for the opportunity to

speak to you today on behalf of the Town of Deep River. The task

before you is a complicated and difficult one, involving not only

technical but also economic, political, and social issues. I hope

our comments will be meaningful and helpful to you.

The Town of Deep River is home for most of the employees of

Atomic Energy of Canada's Chalk River Nuclear Laboratories. From

the very beginning, in the wartime secrecy of the 1940's, our

citizens have contributed significantly to Canada's goal of

developing peaceful applications of atomic energy through both

basic and applied research.

From that research have come much knowledge and many products

which have benefitted all Canadians, and people world-wide. Some

of these are well known to everyone, including Cancer Therapy

units, medical radioisotopes, and the CANDU Power System, to name

only a few.
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The laboratories are known world-wide for their excellence. To

illustrate this point, Morton Thiokol Inc. of Wasatch, Utah, the

prime contractor to NASA for the supply of solid rocket boosters

for the space shuttle, recently selected CRNL's Fluid Sealing

Technology Unit to assist NASA in perfecting the 0 ring seals

which have attracted so much attention recently. All the

citizens of Deep River are very proud of this recognition, and

take pride in seeing the multi-disciplinary talent of CRNL

applied to resolving this very serious problem.

We mention this to emphasize that the reputation of the Canadian

nuclear industry for resolving serious safety problems is

unsurpassed world-wide.

We would also bring to your attention the significant bench

strength that the research component of the industry affords

other agencies, particularly Ontario Hydro in their operation of

CANDU reactor systems for electrical generation. The successful

and immediate resolution of Hydro's Pickering and Bruce pressure

tube problems didn't just happen. Those problems were solved

because the staff at CRNL are world experts in the many
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disciplines that were needed. This immense problem-solving

capability exists only because the research at CRNL is in the

forefront of research world-wide.

We are very concerned that this level of scientific excellence is

being progressively degraded by federal cutbacks to research and

development at AECL, which will amount to 100 million dollars by

1990.

The implementation of the first two years' cutbacks has not given

us specific concerns regarding safety. However, despite the

rhetoric of the current Federal government, we are deeply

concerned that continued reductions in funding could ultimately

compromise the safety of our citizens.

It is ironic to note that the current Prime Minister of Canada

promised during the last federal election campaign not only to

maintain research and development at CRNL, but actually to double

the effort. In fact research and development vote funds will be

reduced to one-half the 1985 level by the year 1990, if the

government's announced cuts are fully implemented.
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The Town of Deep River is also home to the majority of Ontario

Hydro's employees at the Nuclear Power Demonstration facility at

Rolphton. Since start-up in 1962/ NPD has operated with no

threat to the safety of the citizens of our municipality and

area. Despite its many critics (post Three Mile Island) it has

served to the benefit of the CANDU program for 25 years. As you

are aware senior executives of both AECL (owners of the nuclear

reactor) and Ontario Hydro (operators of the facility) have

recommended that NPD be closed rather than incurring the cost of

replacing the existing pressure tubes. We understand and concur

with that decision.

Everyone concerned recognizes that the well-being of not just our

area but all Ontario is dependent on a safe, clean, affordable

and adequate supply of Ontario-produced electrical energy. To

date in its 80 or so years of existence, Ontario Hydro has more

than fulfilled its mandate to the people of Ontario, to produce

electric power safely and efficiently. However, we have serious

misgivings about the validity of current claims that Ontario has

a sufficient electrical surplus for the foreseeable future.
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Alternative technologies, such as wind, solar, and biomass, are

not yet sufficiently developed to make a substantial

contribution. Gains made through conservation are difficult to

predict with any accuracy. New hydraulic generation sites of any

significance are difficult to find and develop, and in most cases

are extremely remote from the market, requiring the additional

cost of constructing transmission facilities. The environmental

impact of such generation and transmission projects is a cause

for concern.

Present Ontario government policy suggests that new coal-fired

generation facilities will provide the bulk of the required new

capacity. However, Ontario has no significant deposits of low

sulphur coal, and so must import this fuel. More importantly,

these facilities create acid rain, an environmental obscenity of

which we in the Ottawa Valley and Eastern Canada bear the brunt.

To suggest that more of these facilities should be built is

conclusive evidence that the Government of Ontario is bending to

the anti-nuclear lobby and responding to today's political

fashion rather than tomorrow's evident needs.
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At the annual meeting of the Municipal Electric Association

(M.E.A.) in Toronto in March of this year a very significant

resolution was passed.

"Therefore Be It Resolved that the Municipal

Electric Association encourage Ontario Hydro to

assess future needs for a cost-effective nuclear

generating station to be installed on the Ottawa

River upstream of the Des Joachims hydraulic

station."

This near-unanimous vote, passed by elected and appointed Hydro

Commissioners from all Ontario regions/ is indicative of the

support that local utilities have for nuclear energy systems. We

point out that this resolution was passed during a period when

Chernobyl was on everyone's mind, and is indeed a compliment to

the foresight and good judgement of the men and women of the

M.E.A.

It is also important to note that this resolution has the support

of the municipalities in the area of the proposed site — an

indication of their feeling of confidence in the safety of

Ontario Hydro and the nuclear industry.
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The safety of our citizens is a responsibility and primary

concern of the Corporation of the Town of Deep River. As a

corporation we maintain a full time police and fire department,

and we support programs that serve our citizens' needs and

protect their physical well being.

Like all municipalities in Ontario, we have an emergency plan,

and/ in addition, are developing a nuclear contingency plan, as

required by the Province of Ontario. We feel the development of

nuclear contingency planning by municipalities who have reactors

within their area will not only complement their local emergency

plans, but in future will serve to improve all emergency plans in

Ontario.

We caution, however, that due regard for the safety of our

citizens does not justify misdirected attempts to provide safety

at any cost. For example, a recent discussion concerning a

proposed "hot line" from our area to government offices in

Toronto indicated that such a facility would cost approximately

$100,000.00 per year to lease. Everyone realizes this expense is

excessive, and would be of little benefit to the very people we

are trying to protect, while unduly burdening the corporate

operators of nuclear reactors.
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The cost of providing adequate safety is always a matter of

debate which is not easily resolved. It is undoubtably true that

safety improvements to any system are not only desirable but

necessary as technology changes. However, alternative methods of

providing these improvements, with equal effectiveness and less

cost, must be investigated.

Every human activity involves some element of risk, but we deal

with these risks on a daily basis by the application of common

sense. If we have crossed a street every day for forty-five

years, common sense tells us that, provided we look both ways,

obey the traffic signals, and stay alert, we may do so safely

again today. Nothing more nor less than this same common sense

is required for an assessment of safety in the nuclear industry.

Mr. Chairman, as citizens of Deep River we feel fortunate to have

within our area two very responsible and safety conscious

corporate citizens, Atomic Energy of Canada's Chalk River Nuclear

Laboratories and Ontario Hydro's Nuclear Power Demonstration. We

have lived side by side with them for forty-five years, and

during that time they have established a record of safety which

is nothing less than superb. We are confident that this record

can and will be maintained.

The nuclear industry is one of which all Canadians can and should

be proud. We, the Town of Deep River, certainly are.


