
PAEC (C) VI A 81004 

THE PHILIPPINE ATOMIC ENER6Y COMMISSION 
AND ITS TRAINING PROGRAM 

BY 

TOTILLANO A. RAGOT 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
PHIL, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION,, 
DILIMAN, QUEZON CITY 



PAEC (C) VI A 8100** 

THE PHILIPPINE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
AND ITS TRAINING PROGRAM 

by 
TOTILLANO A. RAGOT 
Executive Assistant 
Phil. Atomic Energy Commission, 
Dilii&an, Quezon City 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Philippine Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC), was created 
under Republic Act No. 2067, as amended, commonly known as the 
Science Act of 1958. It is the Agency of the government responsible 
in the promotion of Atomic Energy for peaceful and civil uses. 

The important functions, duties and responsibilities of the 
Commission are as follows: 

1. To establish or cause the establishment of the laboratories 
for nuclear research and training; 

2. To conduct or cause the performance of research and 
development relating to, nuclear process and techniques, 
the theory of atomic energy, process materials and 
devices used in the production of atomic energy and 
utilization of special nuclear materia is and radioactive 
materials for commercial, industrial, medical, agricultural 
and peaceful purposes; 
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3. To issue rules and regulations for the protection of 
its personnel and the general public and undertake 
their enforcement: 

4. To approve and facilitate the procurement of radioactive 
materials and instrument for use in nuclear laboratories; 

5. To issue licenses for the use of radioactive materials; 
6. To study and evaluate project proposals on nuclear 

research from public and private sectors, and to 
recommend necessary technical, financial and other 
appropriate assistance thereto; 

7. To coordinate the work of research entities and 
government agencies and instrumentalities on nuclear 
science; 

8. To represent the Philippines in conferences related 
to atomic energy and its application; 

9. To keep -osted on nuclear research projects and 
activities; 

10. To recommend deserving citizens for training government 
and private grants and scholarships in the Philippines 
and abroad in nuclear science; and 

11. To render annual reports and such special reports that 
may be required by the Office of the President of the 
Republic of Philippines. 
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The Commission has several functions. Although primarily 
a research oriented establishment, it has during the years 
developed training capabilities. In fact it has served as a 
training ground for engineers and scientists in the nuclear 
field. 

The Commission has a one megawatt nuclear research reactor, 
which has been utilized for research, radioisotope production, 
and training of personnel in nuclear science and technology. 
It was initially used in the training of the personnel of the 
Commission and other institutions and universities. It has played 
a key role in the training of personnel for the Philippine nuclear 
power plant project. 

The Philippines is a member state of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), with headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 
The IAEA has been a source of technical assistance which comes 
in the form of fellowships program grants, equipment, and exports. 

The PAEC overseas training program covers specialized areas 
of atomic energy. The local training of researchers, science 
professors, industrial and medical workers and the development of 
local expertise in the nuclear field continues to be a major 
activity of the Commission. In this effort the assistance of 
regional or international agencies, principally the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, are sought in order to meet our manpower 
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needs. Local universities and colleges, the best stable form of 
technical manpower source in the country had also been tapped. 
The Commission is also charged with the responsibility of conduct
ing training for the nuclear power project personnel, the personnel 
of the utility or licensee and also provides training of the person 
nel of local contractors of the nuclear power plant projtct. The 
local training serves as a means of screening canditates foi 
overseas training. 

OVERSEAS TRAINING PROGRAM 

In 1980 alone, forty six (46) scientists, engineers, medical 
doctors, left for conferences, training and observation abroad 
under the auspices of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
Colombo Plan, United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and other 
training programi Fifteen (15) of these were for the on-the-job 
training on different disciplines of atomic energy, eight (8) 
attended scientific conferences sponsored by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, three (3) attended seminars and symposium, 
and one (1) attended the Interregional training course on Safety 
Analysis of nuclear power reactors. Thirty (30) of these fellows 
were from the Commission, sixteen (16) were from the National 
Power Corporation, and others from the sub-contractors of the 
Philippine Nuclear Power Plant Project. Five (S) personnel from 

the Commission are now undertaking studies leading to doctorates 
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in different fields of nuclear science and technology in different 
universities and colleges in United States of America. 

The Commission r'so receives foreign technical assistance 

from the International Atomic Energy Agency in the form of expert 

services. At present PAEC is utilizing the services of Mr. William 

Albert of the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission. He 

advises the Commission on non-destructive testing and quality 
assurance as well as regulators inspection for the nuclear power 
plant project. 

PAEC also received commodity assistance from the International 

Atomic Energy Agency in the form of equipment totalling about 
$500,000. Recently a US-IAEA manpower development mission spent 
two weeks with PAEC to assess the manpower requirements of the 
Philippine Nuclear Tower Plant Project. Mr. Cordell Villiar.is, 
a USNRC Section Chief and welding specialist conducted a course 
on Regulatory Wolding Inspection for P^EC inspectors, NPC Quality 
Assurance engineers and MIESCOR specialists. 

LOCAL TRAINING 

The Commission is conducting a whole year round local technical 
training program for professionals, like doctors, engineers, 
scientists, members of university faculties and technicians. 
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Aside from our training program last year we also sent our inspectors 
of the Philippine Nuclear Power Plant Project to the Welding Insti
tute of the Philippines, to better equip them for the'ir inspection 
activities at the site of the Philippine Nuclear Power Plant Project. 

Last year twelve (12) regular training courses were given by 
the Commission, to augment foreign training and carry out and 
support the manpower development program of the Commission. A total 
of 263 professionals, medical doctors, engineers, scientists and 
technicians vere trained by the Commission for 1980 in the 
regular program. Aside from the regular training program, the 

Commission also gave seminars, lectures, and discussion on concrete 
technology, fundamentals of pressurized frer reactor, welding 

inspection and quality assurance, and structural steel installation. 
These seminars were given to the personnel of the Commission that 
were or would be involved in the Philippine Nuclear Power Plant 
Project. 

By this time you will have noted that the PAEC has done so 
much for the nuclear manpow r development program of the country. 
It has initiated studies that eventually were given recognition. 
One of these studies, the Nuclear Power Project, has materialized 
and is at present one, if not the biggest, of me projects in the 
national development program. I can say with pride that PAEC 
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indeed has become ĥe prime mover in the local nuclear field. 

After all what I have said I hope you will consider joining 
the Commission in the future. 

With that I would like to say thank you for bearing with me 
and MAAYONG HAPON UG DAGHAN SALAMAT SA INYONG TANAN. 
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