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A thin-film deposition apparatus comprises a cabinet 
having a vessel mounted therein which defines a vac-
uum chamber adapted to retain processed articles. A. 
vacuum unit is mounted adjacent to the vessel to com-
municate in substantially unrestricted communication 
with an inlet opening to the vacuum chamber for selec-
tively evacuating the same. A valve is reciprocally 
mounted in a chamber communicating with the inlet 
opening to selectively expose the inlet opening during 
the evacuation process. A plurality of water-cooled and 
V-shaped baffles or a primary trap is mounted between 
the piston and the vacuum unit to provide an optically 
dense view of the vacuum chamber from the down-
stream side of the trap and to trap contaminants, such as 
oil droplets, prior to their ingress into the vacuum 
chamber from the vacuum unit. In addition, a plurality 
of fins or a secondary trap is mounted in nesting rela-
tionship within the baffles to provide an optically dense 
view of the primary trap from the vacuum chamber side 
thereof. The fins are secured between a pair of laterally 
spaced copper plates which function to maintain the fins 
at a substantially low temperature level and further 
function as a cryogenic pump. The plates are exposed to 
liquid nitrogen temperature retained in a cooling cham-
ber partially circumventing the valve chamber. A 
source of vaporizable material, retained in the vacuum 
chamber, is masked-off from egress into the valve 
chamber by baffle plates surrounding the same. 

30 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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FIGURE I. 
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FIGURE 4. 
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EVACUATION APPARATUS WITH CRYOGENIC 
PUMP AND TRAP ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to an evacuation apparatus, 

such as a vacuum deposition apparatus which is adapted 
to deposit a thin-film of material over articles or sub-
strates retained in a vacuum chamber. 

An apparatus of this type normally comprises a plu-
rality of racks mounted in a vacuum chamber for retain-
ing processed articles, such as silicon wafers. U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,643,625, for example, discloses such an apparatus 
wherein a vertically disposed vacuum chamber is de- [ 5 
fined within a bell jar mounted on a stationary support. 
During processing, a vacuum is drawn within the jar 
and material, such as metal, is vaporized to deposit a 
thin coating thereof on the articles. 

Mechanical and oil diffusion pumps are normally 2 0 
employed to draw the vacuum. In addition, a water-
cooled baffle and a liquid nitrogen cooled trap are nor-
mally arranged in series between the diffusion pump 
and the vacuum chamber. The baffle and trap function 
to trap oil vapors emanating from the diffusion pump. 25 
The liquid nitrogen trap also functions to adsorb water 
vapor from the air evacuated from the vacuum cham-
ber. 

Arrangements of this type exhibit undue obstructions 
and restrictions in the flow path between the pumps and j0 
vacuum chamber whereby the vacuum normally cannot 
be drawn as expeditiously and efficiently, as desired. 
Furthermore, the limited surface areas on the liquid 
nitrogen cooled trap do not assure adequate trapping of 
water vapors. In order to enhance pumping speed, some 35 
manufacturers eliminate the water-cooled baffle and 
replace it with a "cold cap" maintained at ambient tem-
perature. This device does not stop primary back-
streaming. 

The liquid nitrogen trap then tends to become coated 40 
with frozen oil to not only lower the efficiency of the 
evacuation system, but to also cause a problem when 
frozen oil droplets shatter and are propelled from the 
trap and into the vacuum chamber, i.e., the "cold cap" 
does not provide an optically dense baffle system to 45 
prevent migration of the oil vapors emanating from the 
diffusion pump onto the trap surfaces. 

Another problem encountered with conventional 
evacuation systems of this type involves the inability to 
expeditiously assembly and disassemble the water- 50 
cooled baffle and liquid nitrogen cooled trap for servic-
ing purposes. Such servicing is laborious and time con-
suming, normally requiring a complete dismantling of 
the system. 

The disposition of the source of vaporizable material 55 
in the vacuum chamber can give rise to the problem of 
permitting such material to egress into the inlet to the 
pumping chamber whereat the vacuum is drawn. One 
solution to this problem has been the mounting of baf-
fles at such inlet. This arrangement causes further prob- 60 
lems, such as the addition of obstructions and restric-
tions in the flow path between the pumps and the vac-
uum chamber which tend to further decrease the ability 
to expeditiously and efficiently draw a vacuum. 

Since every surface of a pumping system may become 65 
contaminated through normal use 01 erroT, it is impor-
tant that all surfaces be accessible for cleaning purposes. 
Prior art pumping systems, particularly the valve and 

cryogenic portions thereof, have not exhibited the capa-
bility of being readily disassembled for such cleaning. 

Problems also exist in some vacuum systems in gain-
ing access to the major valve mechanism which sepa-
rates the vacuum chamber from an adjacent pumping 
chamber. This can lead to considerable down-time 
when repairs to the valve mechanism are required. 

SUMMARY OF THIS INVENTION 
An object of this invention is to overcome the above, 

briefly described problems by providing a compact and 
highly efficient evacuation apparatus whereby a vac-
uum may be efficiently drawn within a vacuum cham-
ber expeditiously and in a substantially unrestricted 
manner. In addition, contaminants, such as oil, are sub-
stantially prevented from ingressing into the vacuum 
chamber during the deposition process and moisture in 
the evacuated air is efficiently adsorbed. The apparatus 
is further constructed to facilitate expeditious servicing 
thereof. A source of vaporizable material is mounted in 
the vacuum chamber and preferably positioned and 
shielded by baffle means to prevent the material from 
directly entering the inlet to the pumping chamber (and 
outlet from the vacuum chamber) whereat the vacuum 
is drawn. 

In one aspect of the invention, the evacuation appara-
tus comprises a vessel defining a vacuum chamber 
therein and a vacuumizing means communicating with 
an inlet opening to the vacuum chamber for selectively 
drawing a vacuum therein. A cryogenic pump means is 
disposed adjacent to the opening for substantially freez-
ing-out water vapor contained in the evacuated air. A 
valve means is preferably mounted adjacent to the inlet 
opening to the vacuum chamber and is adapted to selec-
tively open or close the inlet opening. 

Another novel aspect of this invention comprises the 
disposition of water-cooled baffle means between the 
vacuum chamber and an oil diffusion pump of the appa-
ratus and cryogenically cooled fin means mounted in 
nested relationship within the baffle means. The baffle 
means and fin means provide substantially open com-
munication to the vacuum chamber and the baffle 
means preferably provides an optically dense view of 
the vacuum chamber whereas the fin means preferably 
provides an optically dense view of the baffle means. 

Still another novel aspect of this invention pertains to 
the construction and arrangement of the cryogenic 
pump means whereby it can be removed expeditiously 
from the apparatus as a unit for servicing purposes, 
along with the baffle means and fin means. This also 
allows ready access to the head of the valve means for 
servicing purposes. 

An additional novel aspect of this invention permits 
relative dispositions of a vaporizable source of material 
in the vacuum chamber, low location of the inlet open-
ing to the pumping chamber, and the mounting of baffle 
means adjacent to the source to prevent direct entrance 
of the material into the inlet opening to the pumping 
chamber. 

Although novel aspects of this invention find particu-
lar application to a vacuum deposition apparatus, it 
should be understood by those skilled in the art that 
other applications may be readily made therewith. For 
example, various constructions and arrangements of the 
apparatus herein disclosed may find application to ion-
milling systems, vacuum furnaces and other types of 
vacuum systems. 
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„ „ „ „ „ „ . disposed plates 31. As more clearly shown in FIG. 5, a BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS n J u p p J p l a t e 3 2 is spaced radially outwardly from 
Other objects of this invention will become apparent plate 30 and is also secured between plates 31. A cover 

from the following description and accompanying plate 33, detachably secured to plates 31 by releasable 
drawings wherein: 5 fastening means such as bo l t s 34, complete ly encloses 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a vacuum depo- section 20. 
sition apparatus embodying this invention therein; J-shaped elastomeric seals 35, which may be of the 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the deposition type disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,998,347, are mounted 
apparatus, but showing panels thereof removed; on the entire periphery of upper edges of plates 21 to 

FIG. 3 is a top elevational view of the deposition 10 engage cover plate 33 in static vacuum sealing contact, 
apparatus; A fitting 36, adapted for disassembly, is secured cen-

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view, taken in the trally on cover plate 33 and has a tube 37 secured 
direction of arrows IV—IV in FIG. 3; and thereto which is further secured to plate 32. As will be 

FIG. 5 is a view taken in the direction of arrows described hereinafter, liquid nitrogen or the like is 
V—V in FIG. 4. 15 adapted to be communicated through the tube to fill a 

TYRTATT FN NFCR-PTPTTNM crescent-shaped chamber 38 defined in part by plates 
DETAILED DESCRIFI ION 3Q, 31 a n d 32. As a result of the use of bolts 34, and the 

FIG. 1 illustrates a deposition apparatus 10 compris- disassembility of fitting 36, all surfaces of cryogenic 
ing an upstanding cabinet 11 having a door assembly 12 pump section 29 are made readily available for cleaning, 
movably mounted thereon to normally close an inlet to 20 Referring to FIG. 5, chamber 38 is further defined by 
a vacuum chamber defined in the cabinet. As disclosed a pair of laterally spaced plates 39 (one shown), secured 
in U.S. Pat. No. 3,643,625, articles, such as silicon wa- between plates 30 and 32. It should be noted in FIGS. 4 
fers, are adapted to be mounted on racks (not shown) and 5 that plates 31 and 39 are spaced inwardly relative 
placed in the vacuum chamber and thereafter coated to outer enclosure plates 21 to insure that the latter 
with a thin-film of vaporized material, such as metal. 25 plates are not reduced to liquid nitrogen temperature. 
Upon completion of the coating process, the door as- Conduction means in the form of a pair of vertically 
sembly is opened and the processed articles are re- disposed copper-based plates 40, each having its upper 
moved whereby the process may be repeated. end secured to a respective plate 39, is adapted to con-

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, cabinet 11 comprises an duct the relatively low temperature of the liquid nitro-
integrated frame structure 13 having a plurality of pan- 30 gen retained in chamber 38 to a plurality of cooling fins 
els 14 removably mounted thereon. A control panel 15, 41 secured thereto. As will be hereinafter more fully 
conveniently mounted on the frame structure adjacent described, plates 30 and 40 define substantial crybgeni-
to door assembly 12, is adapted to control the operating cally-cooled primary trap surfaces to provide an effi-
mechanisms of the apparatus. cient cryogenic pump means for freezing-out water 

As shown in FIG. 3, a generally cylindrical vessel 16 35 vapor from air evacuated from the vacuum chamber, 
is mounted on frame structure 13 and defines a vacuum The cooling fins extend fully across the lower end of 
chamber therein, having its longitudinal axis X disposed section 20 and are spaced apart from each other longitu-
horizontally. dinally in the direction of axis Y (FIG. 4) to provide 

As suggested above, articles to be processed are substantially unobstructed openings therebetween 
adapted to be mounted on racks (not shown) positioned 40 which permit the efficient drawing of a vacuum there-
in the vacuum chamber upon opening of door assembly through. The fins, maintained at approximately —196° 
12. A plurality of intercommunicating and longitudi- C., function as a secondary trap to also adsorb (freeze-
nally spaced channels 17 substantially circumvent ves- out) water vapor which would otherwise interfere with 
sel 16 and are connected to a pressurized coolant source the processing of articles within the vacuum chamber 
to selectively circulate a coolant, such as water, there- 45 defined in vessel 16. As discussed more fully hereinaf-
through. A vacuumizing means 18 comprises an up- ter, the fins and plates 30,31,33 and 40 may be removed 
standing stationary housing 19 securely mounted on as a unit for servicing purposes. 
frame structure 13 and vertically disposed adjacent to a As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, a baffle assembly corn-
side of vessel 16. Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, housing 19 prising a plurality of longitudinally spaced and water-
encloses an upper valve and cryogenic pump section 20 50 cooled chevron or V-shaped baffles 42 are secured 
and includes outer walls 21 forming an outer enclosure between a pair of laterally spaced mounting plates 43 
therefor. (one shown in FIG. 4). The upper end of each plate has 

An annular collar 22 is secured to a wall 21 of section a sawtooth configuration to receive and support exten-
20 to define an outlet opening 23 from the vacuum sion tabs of the baffles therein. A support tube 44 is 
chamber defined in vessel 16. A piston-like valve means 55 secured to a third plate 43a, secured to forward ends of 
or gate valve 24 is reciprocally mounted in a pumping plates 43, and is detachably secured to a base of housing 
chamber, defined in section 20 and having its inlet com- 19 by a bolt 44a. Tube 44, baffles 42 and plates 43 are 
mon with opening 23, to be moved in the direction of an spaced and maintained out of contact with respect to 
axis Y, between a fully retracted and opened position plates 40 and fins 41 to prevent the relatively low tem-
24' (FIG. 4) and a closed position whereby an annular 60 perature of the plates and fins from being conducted to 
O-ring seal 25, secured on a head 26 thereof, will engage the baffle assembly and to housing 19. 
collar 22 in sealing contact therewith. A rod 27 of the A conduit 45, U-shaped when viewed in top plan, is 
piston is reciprocally mounted on a boss 28, secured to secured to baffles 42 for maintaining the baffles in a 
a wall 21, and is adapted to be selectively reciprocated cooled condition. Tap water is adapted to be circulated 
by a double-acting air or hydraulic cylinder 29 (FIG. 3). 65 through the conduit for this purpose. Each end of the 

The upper portion of the piston is partially enclosed conduit is adapted to be disconnected from the baffle 
circumferentially by an arcuate plate 30 secured be- assembly by a pair of threaded collars 46 and 47 to 
tween a pair of longitudinally spaced and vertically permit removal of the baffle assembly upon uncoupling 
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of the collars and removal of bolt 44a. As shown in 
FIG. 4, the baffles are maintained out of contact with 
respect to fins 41 whereby the cryogenic temperature of 
the fins will not be conducted to the baffles. 

Referring to FIGS. 2-4, housing 19 further encloses a 5 
pumping section 48 mounted vertically below section 
20 and disposed on a longitudinal axis Z thereof. It 
should be noted in FIGS. 2 and 3 that axis Z is prefera-
bly disposed in perpendicular relationship relative to 
axis Y of section 20 and that axis Y is preferably dis- 10 
posed in perpendicular relationship relative to axis X. 
The pumping section comprises vacuumizing means for 
aiding the above-described cryogenic pump means 
comprising plates 30 and 40 for evacuating the vacuum 
chamber of vessel 16. The vacuumizing means includes 15 
a standard mechanical suction pump 49 and a standard 
oil diffusion pump SO, associated with a roughing valve 
4Ste (which further communicates with the vacuum 
chamber) and foreline valve 49b for selectively isolating 
the vacuumizing means in a conventional manner. 20 

Pumps 4® and 50 function in a conventional manner 
to draw a vacuum in the vacuum chamber defined in 
vessel 16 (FIG. 3) upon full retraction and opening of 
valve means 24 (FIG. 4). It should be noted that fins 41 
and baffles 42 are suitably spaced to provide substan- 25 
tially unobstructed communication between the vacu-
umizing means and the vacuum chamber. It should be 
again noted that longitudinal axis Y of the chamber 
defined by plates 30 and 40 is disposed in axial align-
ment with respect to outlet opening 23 from the vacuum 30 
chamber and transversely relative to longitudinal axis Z 
of vacuumizing means or section 47. The vertical dispo-
sition of head 26 of the valve means prevents debris 
from collecting on the head and migrating onto seal 25. 
This arrangement aids in maintaining seal 25 free from 35 
contamination whereby the seal will function properly. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, a source of vaporizable 
material SI is mounted adjacent to a bottom plate of the 
vacuum chamber and is preferably disposed horizon-
tally at a level approximately aligned with a lower end 40 
of outlet opening 23 (FIG. 2). A baffle means 52 is 
mounted adjacent to the source means and between the 
source means and the outlet opening for preventing 
direct ingress of the vaporized material into the outlet 
opening, as depicted by line L. The baffle means may 45 
comprise a cylndrical plate surrounding the source 
means. In conventional deposition apparatus of this 
type, a corresponding outlet opening is normally lo-
cated higher-up in a vacuum chamber and a baffle ar-
rangement is required at the outlet opening. 50 

In operation, the operator may open door means 12 
(FIGS. 1 and 2) in the manner described in U.S. Patent 
Application Ser. No. 906,025 filed on May 15, 1978 by 
Gunard O. B. Mahl for "Vacuum Chamber Door As-
sembly". The vacuum chamber defined in vessel 16 is 55 
thus fully exposed whereby articles to be processed, 
such as silicon wafers or other substrates, may be suit-
ably mounted on racks retained in the vacuum chamber. 
Upon such mounting, the door is again closed prior to 
effecting the coating of the articles. During the step, 60 
valve means 24 will be kept in its closed position (FIG. 
4). Upon manipulation of the appropriate controls on 
control panel 15 (FIG. 1) the vacuum chamber is evacu-
ated and a heating means (not shown) mounted in the 
vacuum chamber may be activated to bake-out the arti- 65 
cles prior to final processing. 

It should be noted that baffles 42 (FIG. 4) are dis-
posed between the vacuum chamber and the vacuum-

izing means to not only provide substantial open and 
unrestricted communication therebetween (upon re-
traction of piston 24), but to also substantially prevent 
the ingress of contaminants into the vacuum chamber 
from the vacuumizing means. For example, the reflux-
ing or boiling of oil in the area of oil diffusion pump 50 
(FIG. 2) will tend to disperse oil vapors upwardly 
therefrom in FIG. 4. Each adjacent pair of water cooled 
baffles 42 at least approximately overlap each other to 
function as collectors to prevent the passing of such oil 
thereby and to permit return of the condensed oil back 
to the diffusion pump. Furthermore, the baffles provide 
an optically dense view of fins 41 and inlet opening 23 
when viewed from the downstream side of the baffles to 
aid in this masking function. 

Fins 41 function as part of the primary trap compris-
ing these fins and cryogenically cooled plates 30 and 40. 
The fins are positioned to provide an optically dense 
view of baffles 42 when viewed from opening 23 and 
the upstream side of the baffles. Since the fins are com-
pletely masked by the baffles, primary oil vapors will 
not contact the fins to thus avoid the above-discussed 
"shattering" phenomena. The fms also serve as a sec-
ondary trap for adsorbing any minute quantities of oil 
vapor which may have progressed past the baffles due 
to intermolecular collisions. 

After the desired vacuum has been achieved, the 
material of source means 51 is then suitably heated and 
vaporized in a conventional manner to disperse evapo-
rated material, such as metal, within the vacuum cham-
ber whereby the articles are coated with the material. 
As discussed above, baffle means 52 will prevent direct 
ingress of the vaporized material into opening 23. After 
the process has been completed, valve means 24 is 
closed and the vacuum chamber vented to ambient. The 
coated articles are then removed from the vacuum 
chamber and the process repeated as described above. 

It should be again noted in FIGS. 4 and 5 that plates 
30, 31, 32, 33 and 40 and fms 41 are structurally inte-
grated to form a sub-assembly which may be readily 
removed for servicing purposes as a unit. In particular, 
plates 31 are secured to cover plate 33 by bolts 34 and 
the cover plate rests in unsecured relationship on J-
shaped seals 35. Thus, rightward movement of valve 
means 24 to its retracted position 24' in FIG. 4 to dis-
pose head 26 in the clearance defined between plates 21 
and 31 will permit the subassembly to be removed up-
wardly from housing 19. If so desired, the baffle assem-
bly comprising baffles 42 and plates 43 and 43a can be 
removed from the housing by uncoupling collars 46 
from collars 47 and by releasing bolt 44a. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An evacuation apparatus comprising 
a vessel defining a vacuum chamber therein, 
vacuumizing means communicating with an opening 

to said vacuum chamber for selectively drawing a 
vacuum therein comprising cryogenic pump means 
disposed closely adjacent to said opening and de-
fined by substantial cryogenically cooled trap sur-
faces for freezing-out water vapor from air evacu-
ated from said vacuum chamber, said opening 
being common to said vacuum chamber and to said 
cryogenic pump means, 

valve means for selectively opening or closing the 
opening to said vacuum chamber and movable 
from a first position within said cryogenic pump 
means closing said opening to a second position 
within said cryogenic pump means directly expos-
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8 
ing said vacuum chamber to said cryogenic pump 
means, through said opening, 

baffle means disposed closely adjacent to the opening 
to said vacuum chamber for providing substantial 
open communication to said vacuum chamber and 5 
for substantially preventing ingress of contami-
nants into said vacuum chamber, said baffle means 
being positioned to provide an optically dense v i ew 
of said opening when viewed from a downstream 
side of said baffle means, and 10 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced and cryogenically 
cooled fins mounted in nested relationship within 
said baffle means and disposed in out-of-contact 
relationship therewith, said fins being positioned to 
provide an optically dense view of the downstream 
side of said baffle means when viewed from said 
openings. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said valve means 
comprises a piston reciprocally mounted in a pumping 2Q 
chamber, defined by said trap surfaces, communicating 
with the opening to said vacuum chamber. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein a longitudinal 
axis of said pumping chamber is disposed in non-inter-
secting relationship with respect to the opening to said 25 
vacuum chamber and transversely relative to a longitu-
dinal axis of said vacuum chamber. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said vacuumizing 
means further comprises vacuum pump means disposed 
in transverse alignment relative to the longitudinal axis 30 
of said pumping means. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said vacuumizing 
means further comprises diffusion pump means disposed 
on a downstream side of said baffle means. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said baffle means 35 
comprises a plurality of longitudinally spaced baffles. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein each of said 
baffles is V-shaped. 

8. The apparatus of claim 6 further comprising means 
for circulating a coolant to cool said baffles. 40 

9. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein said baffles are 
secured between a pair of laterally spaced plates. 

10. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising 
means for maintaining said fins at a cryogenic tempera-
ture level substantially lower than the temperature level 
of said baffles. 

11. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said fins are 
secured between a pair of laterally spaced plates defin-
ing at least some of said trap surfaces interiorly thereon 
and further comprising means defining a chamber in 
said apparatus, at least partially about said trap surfaces, 
retaining a low temperature coolant therein for con-
ducting the temperature of said coolant through said 
plates and to said fins. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein said last-men-
tioned chamber is defined by a pair of longitudinally 
spaced first plates and a pair of radially disposed and 
crescent-shaped second plates secured to said first 
plates. 50 

13. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising a 
cover plate removably mounted in sealing relationship 
on said apparatus and secured to said first plates 
whereby said cover plate, said first and second plates 
and said baffle means may be removed from said appa- 65 
ratus as a unit for servicing purposes. 

14. An evacuation apparatus comprising 
a vessel defining a vacuum chamber therein, 

50 

a vacuumizing means, including a diffusion pump, 
communicating with an opening to said vacuum 
chamber for selectively drawing a vacuum therein, 

baffle means disposed between said vacuum chamber 
and said diffusion pump for providing substantial 
open communication therebetween and for sub-
stantially preventing ingress of oil into said vacuum 
chamber from said diffusion pump, and 

cryogenically cooled fin means mounted in nested 
relationship within said baffle means and disposed 
on an upstream side thereof towards said opening. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said baffle 
means comprises a plurality of longitudinally spaced 
baffles and said fin means comprises a plurality of longi-
tudinally spaced fins. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein each of said 
baffles is at least generally V-shaped and each adjacent 
pair of baffles at least approximately overlaps each 
other. 

17. The apparatus of claim 15 further comprising 
means for circulating a coolant to cool said baffles. 

18. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein said baffles and 
said fins are maintained in spaced-apart relationship 
relative to each other. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18 wherein said plates are 
essentially composed of copper. 

20. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said baffle 
means is positioned to provide an optically dense view 
of said opening when viewed from a downstream side 
of said baffle means and wherein said fin means is posi-
tioned to provide an optically dense view of the down-
stream side of said baffle means when viewed from said 
opening. 

21. The apparatus of claim 14 further comprising 
means for maintaining said fin means at a cryogenic 
temperature level substantially below the temperature 
level of said baffle means. 

22. A cryogenic pump adapted for use in an evacua-
tion apparatus comprising 

a housing defining an opening to a vacuum chamber, 
a plurality of metallic plates defining a first chamber 

therein communicating with said vacuum chamber 
through said opening and further defining a second 
chamber at least partially surrounding said first 
chamber and adapted to be at least partially filled 
with a cryogenic liquid, said plates disposed in 
spaced-apart relationship relative to said housing, 
and 

a cover attached to said plates and disposed in sealing 
relationship on said housing whereby said cover 
and plates, defining both said first and second 
chambers, may be removed from said housing as a 
unit. 

23. The pump of claim 22 further comprising valve 
means reciprocally mounted on said housing for selec-
tively opening or closing said opening. 

24. The pump of claim 23 wherein said valve means 
comprises a head retractable to a position between said 
plates and said housing for permitting said plates to 
move upwardly thereby upon removal thereof from 
said housing. 

25. The pump of claim 22 further comprising a plural-
ity of longitudinally spaced fins mounted on lower ends 
of said plates. 

26. The pump of claim 25 wherein said fins are se-
cured between a spaced pair of said plates and are 
adapted to be cryogenically cooled thereby. 
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27. The pump of claim 26 wherein said fins are posi-
tioned to provide an optically dense view downstream 
of said fins when viewed from said opening. 

28. An evacuation apparatus comprising 
a vessel defining a vacuum chamber therein, S 
vacuumizing means communicating with an opening 

to said vacuum chamber for selectively drawing a 
vacuum therein comprising cryogenic pump means 
disposed closely adjacent to said opening and de-
fined by substantial cryogenically cooled trap sur- 10 
faces for freezing-out water vapor from air evacu-
ated from said vacuum chamber, 

baffle means disposed closely adjacent to the opening 
to said vacuum chamber for providing substantial 
open communication to said vacuum chamber and IS 
for substantially preventing ingress of contami-
nants into said vacuum chamber, said baffle means 
being positioned to provide an optically dense view 
of said opening when viewed from a downstream 
side of said baffle means, 20 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced and cryogenically 
cooled fins mounted in nested relationship within 
said baffle means and disposed in out-of-contact 
relationship therewith, said fins being positioned to 
provide an optically dense view of the downstream 25 
side of said baffle means when viewed from said 
opening and being secured between a pair of later-
ally spaced plates defining at least some of said trap 
surfaces interiorly thereon, and means defining a 
chamber in said apparatus, at least partially about 30 
said trap surfaces, retaining a low-temperature 
coolant therein for conducting the temperature of 
said coolant through said plates and to said fins. 

29. An evacuation apparatus comprising 
a vessel defining a vacuum chamber therein, 
a vacuumizing means, including a diffusion pump, 

communicating with an opening to said vacuum 
chamber for selectively drawing a vacuum therein, 

baffle means, including a plurality of longitudinally 
spaced baffles, disposed between said vacuum 
chamber and said diffusion pump for providing 
substantial open communication therebetween and 
for substantially preventing ingress of oil into said 
vacuum chamber from said diffusion pump, and 

cryogenically cooled fin means, including a plurality 
of fins secured between a pair of laterally spaced 
plates and mounted in nested and spaced apart 
relationship within said baffles disposed on an up-
stream side thereof towards said opening. 

30. A cryogenic pump adapted for use in an evacua-
tion apparatus comprising 

a housing defining an opening to a vacuum chamber, 
a plurality of metallic plates defining a first chamber 

therein communicating with said vacuum chamber 
through said opening and a second chamber at least 
partially surrounding said first chamber and 
adapted to be at least partially filled with a cryo-
genic liquid, said plates disposed in spaced-apart 
relationship relative to said housing, 

a cover attached to said plates and disposed in sealing 
relationship on said housing whereby said cover 
and plates may be removed from said housing as a 
unit, and 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced fins mounted on 
lower ends of said plates. 
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