
NFCE 

INFCR/l)fiP/WG.4/5 

RECORD OF THE FOURT'H MEETING OF THE VIORU1TG (TROUP, VIEWS. 6 APRIL 1979 

International 
Nuclear 
Fuel 
Cycle 
Evaluation 



International 
JNuclear 
Fuel 
Cycle 
revaluation 
Submitted to and reproduced by the IAEA 

IHPCE Working Group 4 

Reprocessing. Plutonium Management and Recycle 

Record of the Fourth Meeting. 6 April 1979. 
IAEA Headquarters. Vienna 

1. Opening Remarks by the Co-Chairmen 

Sir Hermann Bondi opened the meeting* He congratulated delegates 
on the progress that had been made during the week and thanked them 
for their hard work. Mr. Tandya endorsed Sir Hermann Bondi's remarks. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda (at Annex 'A') was adopted with one amendment to item 8; 
this should refer to Draft Chapter 11 rather than Draft Chapter 10 
of the Final Report. 

3. Record of the Third Meeting of the Working Group 

The record was adopted with one amendment. In Annex C, the date of 
the May meeting of the Working Group should read 14-18 May, not 
15-18 May. 

4. Report by the Co-Chairaen on the February TCC 

Sir Hermann Bondi reported on the fourth meeting of the Technical 
Coordinating Committee. 

5. Progress Report from the Joint Sub-Oroups 

5.1 The Co-Chairmen of the joint sub-groups reported on progress to date. 
Any further amendments to the Preface and Chapters 1, 2 and 3 would 
be dealt with in correspondence. Chapters 4f 5» 6 and 7 wore well 
advanced, but more work would be required on Chapters 8. 9 and 10. 
Comments on al l these chapters should be sent to the Technical 
Secretariat by 26 April. Revised drafts would be prepared, as 
appropriate, for the May meeting. 
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Host delegates felt that the draft of Chapter 12 was an excellent 
basis for future work. Of course it would be necessary to take 
account of changes to the preceding chapters* It had been agreed 
that a shortened "Highlights'* of the summary was not necessary. 
The suanary chapter was sufficiently clear and concise. 

Matters arising from the Progress Report 
of the Joint Sub-Croups 

The TOG delegate thanked the Co-Chairmen and the Technical Secretariat 
for their hard work in producing twelve draft chapters for the Meeting 
to consider. His remarks were endorsed by the other delegates. 

Draft Chapter 11 of the final Report 

Paper: Co-Chairmen/l*S4/llO 

Sir Hermann Bondi introduced this draft chapter on the special needs 
of developing countries, w**ich he had agreed to prepare at the Palo 
Alto Meeting. 

In discussion the following points were made: 

(i) the paper was Much in keeping with papers submitted to other 
working groups* Emphasis should, indeed, be placed on skilled 
Manpower requirements; but items such as Multilateral and 
self financing and the industrial infrastructure to support 
the nuclear fuel cycle should also be considered; 

(ii) in para 11*14 it should be pointed out that developing countries 
could well be the Minority parties in Multinational ventures* 
This woul'. have special implications for Management and decision-
Making* The Co-chairman said that the terms of multinational 
participation could provide for a gradual build up of skilled 
personnel from the developing countries* This could be tied 
in with an unhurried and defined transfer of technology* It 
was agreed that the word "defined" should be used in place of 
the word "controllable" in the thirteenth line of the paragraph* 
References to technology transfer should be consistent with 
those made in Chapter 8; 

(iii) several stateMents Made in the paper, particularly in the 
suamarjt were too definitive* Fuel cycle problems such as lack 
of finance or skilled manpower affected both less developed 
and more developed countries; it was simply that they were 
more prominent in the former case; 
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(iv) para 11.17 should be redrafted to make clear the spent fuel 
management options open to developing countries. The option 
of using an International Spent Fuel Storage system, i f this 
were established, should be included, although i t should be 
pointed out that this subject was primarily the responsibility 
of Working Group 6. The problems of waste management should 
also be mentioned, although this too was for another working 
Group (vG?) to consider in detail. Para 11.17 should also 
refer to the right of every country to benefit from the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy; 

(v) para 11.12(a) should be redrafted* As written, there was an 
implication that the once-through cycle was inconsistent with 
non-proliferation objectives and IAEA safeguards. The para
graph was also inconsistent with the third sentence of para 11.16; 

(vi) the second sentence of para 11.14 would alBO require some 
amendment. Safeguarding larger plants would not necessarily 
be easier, although i t would help i f the number of plants to 
be safeguarded did not become excessive; 

(vi i) para 11.11 should not refer specifically to India. The 
situation in India and the factors which affected the economics 
of reprocessing there were of somewhat more general 
applicability. These points should be reflected in the 

Summing up the discussion, the Co-Chairman thanked delegates for 
their useful comments. These points, together with any other comments 
received by the Technical Secretariat by 26 April, would be incorpora
ted in a revised draft of the chapter and considered at the Kay 
meeting. It was agreed that the chapter should be remitted to the 
joint sub-groups. This would enable i t to be considered in conjunction 
with the other chapters in the report, and help to ensure that the 
overall balance of the summary was correct. 

Future Programme of Work 

It was agreed that the next meeting of Group 4 should take place on 
18 Nay. The joint sub-groups would meet from 14-17 X&y and would 
submit the final text of the report to WG4 for approval. 

I t was also agreed that a meeting should be provisionally arranged in 
Vienna for 1-4 October. This meeting would be necessary only i f the 
July TCCasked W04 to amend i t s report, or i f the group had to comment 
on other working group reports. 

Anv Other Business 

There was some discussion of the draft summary (Chapter 12) of the 
draft Final Report (Co-Chairmen/w34/lll(A,B)) under this item. The 
following points were made: 
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(a) the importance of safeguardability as a design criterion should 
be emphasised; 

(b) some amendment to paragraph 12*19 was needed to avoid giving 
the impression that every country that missed an opportunity 
to launch fast reactors would suffer a possibly large economic 
penalty. The introduction of fast reactors in a number of 
countries would have consequences, such as reducing overall 
demand for uranium, that would benefit all users of thermal 
reactors* This argument should not be extrapolated so as to 
imply that the introduction of fast reactors would not there
fore be justified in developing countries: they would still 
have the option; 

(c) some delegates drew attention to the need to strike a careful 
balance in the draft report between the need to discuss certain 
questions relating to the fast reactor so as to put reprocessing 
and recycle in their proper perspective, and the need to avoid 
discussing questions that were the responsibility of Dorking 
Group 5* Other delegates went on to raise doubts about whether 
certain subjects, such as proliferation resistance, were even 
within the terms of reference of working Group 4* 
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE FOU3TH MEETING OF INFCE VORKIIIG GROUP k 

6 APRIL 1979 AT THE IAEA, VIENNA 

1 Opening of the session by Sir Hermann Bondi 

2 Opening remarks by the Co-Chairmen: 

• Mr Shigefuihi Tamiya (The Federation of Electric Power Companies) 

- Sir Hermann Bondi (Chief Sc ient i s t , Department of Energy) 

5 Adoption of the Agenda 

k Record of the third meeting of the Working Group, Palo Alto, 

1 February 1979 (INFCEAO.V6o(A,B)) 

5 Report by the Co-Chairmen on the February TCC 

6 Progress report from the joint Sub-groups 

7 Matters arising from the progress report 

8 Draft Chapter 1 0 of the Final Report (Co-Chairmen/VG»V'W(A,B)) 

9 Future programme of work 

10 Any other business 
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