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COMMENTS BY THE DELEGATION OF JAPAN ON 

THE AMERICAN PAPER ENTITLED"INSTITUTIONAL 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR URANIUM ENRICHMENT" 

A.GENERAL 

The American paper is quite interesting for its very comprehensive 

analysis on institutional arrangements for uranium enrichment, and 

for its deep consideration of nuclear fuel supply assurance. But, 

Japan would like to make just a few comments on some important points 

for our fruitful discussions at the WG2 meetings. 

B. COMMENTS 

a. In the third paragraph of the page 3, it is said that " As a 

consequence, it now appears that if all planned enrichment capacity 

were constructed on the indicated schedule, a substantial surplus 

could result". In the first paragraph of the page 17, it is also 

said that "It is now anticipated that there will be sufficient global 

enrichment capacity through at least 1990 and no reason to fear a 

shortage beyond that date". 

However, the supply and demand prolems of enrichment uranium 

should be discussed, based on the possible conclusions of WG1A/2A. 

And it should be considered that supply surplus to some extent is of 

quite necessity, in order to decrease the possibility of unexpected 

supply shortage and to enhance supply assurance or reliability. In 

other words, it should be taken into account that surplus enrichment 

supply capacity is essentially required for nuclear-fuel supply 

assurance and stockpiling as well. 
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Moreover, with regard to supply of enriched uranium, attention 

must be paid not only to its quantity, but also to its quality, 

which stands for market structures such as conditions of contract 

,price and so on. 

b. Although it is said in the first paragraph of the section " 

National Enrichment Facilities" of the page 6, that "There are 

numerous motives for undertaking the development of such a national 

enrichment program; e.g.,ownership of such a facility may be seen 

as a means to help assure uninterrupted supplies of nuclear fuel 

in the future.", this paper seems to neglect sufficient analysis 

on this point. 

As it is with no doubt one of the major INFCE WOIKS to find 

the appropriate measures to achieve the long-term security of 

nuclear fuel supply,a motive for possession of national enrichment 

plants from a national security viewpoint should also have carefully 

been discussed in this paper. But, it may be right what the paper 

points out in the page 7 saying that "Specially, it is not clear 

that the large expenditures required for construction and operation 

of an enrichment facility can be justified in nations with small 

nuclear power programs.". 

c. The topic of the International Fuel Bank is one of the major 

terms of reference of WG3, which is now energetically deliberating 

it at its meetings. Namely, we should be careful to discuss this 

topic so that our discussions may not result in prejudging the 

conclusions of the WG3 works. 

d. The guidelines for the creation of new multinatinal ventures 

are suggested with analyses on the existing multinational enter

prises in this paper. However, the paticular alternative of a multi

national venture does not always minimize the spread of sensitive 

enrichment technology. 

-2 



Because, participation of multi-member states in facility 

management may lead to increasing opportunities of sensitive technor 

logies diversion, as pointed out in the Japanese contribution paper 

"Non-proliferation Aspects of Uranium Enrichment". That is to 

say, the strong attention should be given to the fact that the 

proliferation resistance in a multinational venture needs more 

detailed and careful discussions and analyses. 

e. We should also pay attention to the many problems and 

difficulties in the establishment and management of new multi

national enrichment enterprises, because it can not seem easy 

to develop and manage the multinational business in conformity 

with various requirements of member countries. 


