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The legal and administrative controls on food irradiation are at

present based on the Suelear Snergy Act, and more specifically on

the Hadioactive substances Degree, that is based on the Act.

Under the lav/ a licence from the Minister of Public Health and the

Environment is needed for the use of radiation sources.

In every licence a number of conditions are given, stipulating the

way in which the radiation sources must be operated. Generally

all thess conditions are concerned with radiation protection neasu-

res.

If a radiation source is intended to be used for food-irradiation,

next to the normal conditions ained at radiation protection, a spe-

cial condition is inserted into the licence, saying that it is not

allowed to irradiate any food-iten without prior permission fron

the Minister of Public Health and the Snvironnent. A special pro-

cedure is being followed in examining and deciding on a request for

irradiation of a food-iten.

The licensee sends to the Ministry not only his formal request but

also a statement on the doses to be utilized and all scientific data

to support that the food-iten irradiated with that dose will remain

wholesome.

The sc isntific data need not necessarely to be based on research by

the licensee himself, but say also include research done 'oy others.

All these data are first of all scrutinized within the I-Iinistry 'ay

the ?ood - Directorate as well as the ?.adiation Directorate. If ob-

vious lacunes are noted additional data are requested, \ihen the data

are complete, advice is asked fron a special standing committee of

the Public Health Council. This Council is instituted 'oy law and is

an independent advisory body for all matters of Public Health.

The standing committee on food-irradiation evaluates the evidence

submitted and does not limit itself to the evidence offered but

also makes use of any other data on the sane subject.

Assuming that the evidence available justifies a positive statement,

the Standing Committee advises the Ilinister to grant the request,

3ut this is not all, the advice also contains a statement io grant

the clearance in one of three categories.
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Category I means that the food can only "be irradiated to conduct a

largely technological experiment in irradiation on semi-industrial
& old

scale. The irradiated food will not be usud for human consumption.

Category II means that the irradiated food will be consumed by the

public, but only by means of a controlled distibution and in limited

quantities. This means that the food-item will only be sold at a limited

and known number of retail points.

This makes it possible to make a rather large scale study of among

other things, consumer response.

Category III means that an entirely free distribution is allowed.

Unconditional and conditional clearances also require a licensee

to fix a seal on the packaging which identifies irraàiated food for

the public.

This step by step approach makes it possible for the producer to

conduct technological experiments as well as marketing research and •

allows the Ministry to follow closely all developments.

The work on developing specialized legislation on irradiation of food

and the trade in such foods has been virtually at a stand-still

during the last years. ¿"ron the legal point of view the problems are

rather complicated. The legislation based on the liucleàr Energy Act

makes it possible to control the irradiation process itself. But

as irradiated food does not become radioactive itself, all whai

happens after the irradiation is outside the scope offlTuclear Snergy

Act.

This does not mean that no legal base exists for trade in food. There

are indeed a great number of regulations on this subject. The legal

system however is based on regulating chemical additives. This means

that the system of this legislation is not very well suited to deal

with a non-chemical method of preservation.

This difficulty however is not insurmountable and can be overcome 'oy

employing legal techniques.

The main difficulty is of quite another nature. It lies in the fact

that, even after years of research, no relative simple and certain

method exists to prove that a food has been irradiated and with

what dose.

The consequence is that the usual method of law enforcement, that is

having samples taken in shops by the Dutch counterpart of the iJ3
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Food Inspectoratei and analyzing these samples in a laboratory, is

invalid.

So basically the situation as stated in my report of 1970Jis unchanged.

The only possible checkpoint whether irradiation has been carried out

correctly, remains the irradiation plant itself.

This neans that the establishment of an effective legal and administra-

tive system can only be set up in an international framework, based

on the autuai acceptation between countries of each other controls

of the irradiation process. The same conclusion was also reached

in an IA3A-panel meeting in 1972.

Especially in Europe the establishment of an international le^al

framework is important because great quantities of food are being

produced or treated in one way or another in one country and sold

and consumed in other countries. As a result the growing interest in

food-irradiation in the food-indtistry will not lead to a real comr.er-

cial application of this technique as long as industry is not sure that

its products can be sold in another country.

How the IA3A has put the legal and administrative problems in food-

irradiation on its programme for 1977« It is to be expected that the

solving of the legal and administrative problems will recieve a new

impetus.

*.)Analysis of the International legal and Administrative Regulations

on Pood Irradiation with regard to the Public Health Aspects

(Sur 4466 3).
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