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[57] ABSTRACT 
A pressurized-water coolant nuclear reactor steam 
generator has a vertical housing for the steam generat-
ing water and containing an upstanding heat ex-
changer to which the pressurized-water coolant passes 
and which is radially surrounded by a guide jacket 
supporting a water separator on its top. By thermo -
siphon action the steam generating water flows up-
ward through and around the heat exchanger within 
the guide chamber to the latter's top from which it 
flows radially outwardly and downwardly through a 
down draft space formed between the outside of the 
jacket and the housing. The water separator dis-
charges separated water downwardly. The housing has 
a feed water inlet opening adjacent to the lower por-
tion of the heat exchanger, providing preheating of the 
introduced feed water. This preheated feed water is 
conveyed by a duct upwardly to a location where it 
mixes with the water discharged from the water sepa-
rator. 

4 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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PRESSURIZED-WATER COOLANT NUCLEAR 
REACTOR STEAM GENERATOR 

BACKGROUND O F THE INVENTION 

A pressurized-water coolant nuclear reactor steam 
generator includes a vertical housing for the steam gen-
erating water and containing an inverted U-shaped nest 
of heat-exchanging tubes having inlet and outlet ends 
and radially enclosed by a vertical guide jacket which 
guides the steam generating water upwardly. The jack-
et 's top supports a water separator. The housing forms 
a down-draft space around the jacket and has a feed 
water inlet adjacent to the outlet end of the nest, the 
separator discharging water separated f r o m the steam, 
downwardly into a space. The inlet and outlet ends of 
the nest are in circuit with the coolant conduit of the 
nuclear reactor. 

Preheating of the feed water effected by its introduc-
tion exchanger 's outlet end, increased the therrnald ef-
ficiency of the steam generator to some degree. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One object of the present invention is to effectively 
provide an overall improvement on the end, increased 
the thermal efficiency of the steam generator to some 
degree. 

SUMMARY O F THE INVENTION 

One object of the present invention is to effectively 
provide an overall important improvement on the ther-
mal efficiency of such a steam generator. 

According to the invention, this improvement is ef-
fected by providing means for conducting the feed 
water f rom the housing's inlet through the nest of tubes 
adjacent to the outlet end of the nest t o preheat the 
feed water and then conducting this preheated feed 
water upwardly to the top of the guide jacket to the 
space where the separated water is discharged by the 
water separator. The water separated f rom the steam 
by the water separator has a temperature almost the 
same as the balance of the steam generating water in 
the housing. The preheated feed water, although hot, 
has a lower temperature and it mixes with the water dis-
charged by the water separator, and serves to condense 
any steam that remains entrapped in this water, the re-
sult being to stabilize the circulation and an increase in 
the quantity circulation per unit of time. 

The above means is in the form of a chamber formed 
by suitable walls around the tube nest adjacent to its 
outlet end and into which the feed water inlet directly 
discharges, a duct extending f rom this chamber and 
carrying the preheated water upwardly. This duct is ar-
ranged in the down-draft space and extends to the top 
of the guide jacket where it empties into a chamber 
forming a space beneath the water separator discharge 
space, and having a plurality of upwardly extending 
nozzles providing a widely distributed flow into this dis-
charge space. 

To avoid the need for the preheator 's chamber walls 
to be as pressure resistant as is the generator 's housing, 
the chamber is provided with pressure relief means so 
that if its internal pressure becomes excessive, an es-
cape path is provided. This escape may be either into 
the lower end of the down-draft space or into the bot-
tom of the guide jacket , and in the latter case, part way 
up in the jacket the tatter may have a transverse plate 
provided with a large number of small orifices for more 
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thoroughly distributing the feed water escaping from 
the preheating chamber and having a lower tempera-
ture than the balance of the water flowing upwardly 
within the jacket around the heat exchanging tube nest. 

If it is not desired to send all of the preheating feed 
water up to the top of the guide jacket via the conduit 
previously mentioned, the top of the preheating cham-
ber may have a number of orifices opening upwardly on 
the inside of the guide jacket, it being understood that 
the preheating chamber of necessity extends within the 
guide jacket so as to encompass the the outlet end of 
the heat exchanging tube nest. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings schematically illustrate 
preferred embodiments of the present invention, both 
being vertical sections, FIG. 1 showing a first embodi-
ment and FIG. 2 showing a second embodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Having reference first to FIG. 1 of the above draw-
ings, the steam generator has a generally cylindrical 
•elongated vertical housing 1 containing the U-shaped 
nest 2 of heat exchanging tubes which, to avoid confu-
sion, is shown only in outline by dash-dot-dash lines. 
The inlet end of the nest is via the bot tom of the left-
hand leg 2a and the outlet end of the nest is via the bot-
tom of the right-hand leg 2b, these legs extending verti-
cally for a substantial distance upwardly within the 
housing 1, joining by a curved portion 2c, and having 
their inlet and outlet ends mounted in a horizontal tube 
plate 3, which together with the hemispherical bottom 
3a of the housing, forms two chambers separated f rom 
each other by a vertical wall 3b. The pressurized water 
coolant f rom the reactor (not shown) is introduced 
through the inlet 4 where it flows f rom the left-hand 
chamber into the inlet end of the left-hand nest leg 2a, 
the coolant going upwardly around the curve and 
downwardly and f rom the outlet end flowing into the 
right-hand one of the two chambers mentioned and out 
f rom the outlet 5 for return to the reactor. 

Conventionally, a pressurized water reactor coolant 
is light water under a pressure of, for example, 150 
kg/cm2 with temperatures of about 300°C. The walls 3 
and 3a, and the heat exchanging tube nest 2 must be ca-
pable of resisting such pressures and temperatures. The 
pressure differential on opposite sides of the wall 3b is 
not excessive. 

The tube nest 2 is radially enclosed by a cylindrical 
tubular guide jacket 6 which extends f rom the bottom 
portion of the nest to above its top, and the top of this 
jacket supports a liquid separator 7. Between the out-
side of this jacket and the inside of the housing a so-
called down-draft space 8 is defined, the bottom of this 
space communicating with the inside of the jacket and 
the water flowing upwardly within the latter for evapo-
ration and the production of steam which passes up-
wardly through the water separator 7 with the steam 
freed f rom water collecting in the steam dome 10 f rom 
which it is sent to do useful work via an outlet 11. 

The preheater is generally indicated schematically at 
13. Walls 13a form a chamber extending inwardly f rom 
the jacket 6 and surrounding a substantial portion of 
the leg of the heat exchanging tube nest leg 2b which 
receives the coolant via the curve 2c in the inverted U-
shaped nest. The bottom of the chamber defining the 
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heat exchanger 13 is close to the top of the housing's 
tube plate 3 and the chamber extends upwardly for a 
substantial port ion of the length of the leg 2b. The 
steam generator 's feed water inlet 18 enters the bot tom 
of this chamber and is undulatingly deflected back and 5 
forth through the medium of baffles 15 inside of the 
chamber so as to pass back and forth between the heat 
exchanging tubes. The preheater 13 connects with a 
duct 21 which extends upwardly within the down-draft 
space 8 and to the top of the guide j acke t 6, where the 10 
duct connects with a chamber 22 extending across the 
top of the guide jacket and having a plurality of up-
wardly directed orifices which eject the preheated feed 
water into the flow of separated water leaving the water 
separator 7. The water mixture then flows to the down- 15 
draf t space 8. This mixture, of course, mixes with the 
main volume of water in the water generator. It in-
cludes the separated water. The water leaving the sepa-
rator is boiling water containing residual steam, the 
flow being sometimes called the carry-under, and al- 20 
though the preheated feed water is hot, it is cooler than 
the boiling water leaving the water separator, therefore 
functioning to condense the steam which it may in-
clude. 

The preheater 13 is shown as having valved outlets 25 
21a and 21b. These may be of the pressure responsive 
type and should funct ion to discharge water f rom the 
preheater chamber in the event the pressure differen-
tial between this water and the main volume of water 
in the generator becomes so great as to possibly cause 30 
the walls 13a to fail. Ordinarily this pressure differen-
tial is not excessive under normal operation conditions 
so the preheater walls may be of relatively light con-
struction as compared to that of the housing 1. If the 
outlet 21b opens, its location is such that it discharges 35 
upwardly within the guide jacket 6. To produce a bet ter 
thermal distribution, the j acke t is provided with a trans-
verse wall 24 about % up the height of the tube nest 2. 
This wall or partition has a large number of openings 
25 and it serves to distribute the upward flow of water 40 
which is producing the s team by its evaporation. 

The normal water level 19 within the housing 1 is 
above the area in which the water separator and the 
duct 2 1 discharge. Maintenance of this water level may 
be effected by an inlet 17, but the amount of this water 45 
is very small, being approximately, for example, 1/10 of 
the volume introduced through the feed water inlet 18 
for evaporation. 

In the embodiment shown by FIG. 2 the top of the 
preheater 13 is a wall 25a having a multiplicity of per- 50 
forations functioning somewhat like the wall or parti-
tion 25 in the first embodiment . In addition, an opening 
13b is fo rmed in the top of the water separator. It fol-
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lows that with this construction only a portion of the 
feed water 18 that passes through the preheater 13 goes 
upwardly through the duct 21. 

The flow volume upwardly through the duct 21 m a y 
be adjusted so that it is only sufficient to condense the 
steam in the water discharged from the water separator 
7. The volume escaping through the opening 13b and 
the orifices 25a in the preheater 's top wall may have 
f rom one to four times that of the preheated feed water 
flowing upwardly through the duct 21. 

The water fed through the inlet 17 to maintain the 
level 19 is, as previously indicated, only about 1/1© of 
the amount fed through the inlet 18 for evaporation 
into steam. Therefore, this water, because of its volume 
and possibly its location of introduction, cannot act ef-
fectively to condense steam mixed with the water dis-
charged f rom the water separator. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A steam generator including a vertical housing 

having lower and upper portions and having a feed-
water inlet in said lower portion and a steam outlet in 
said upper portion and containing an inverted U-
shaped nest of heat exchanger tubes forming inlet and 
outlet leg ends, a vertical guide jacket radially enclos-
ing said nest and radially spaced inwardly from said 
housing, a feed-water preheater chamber radially en-
closing said outlet leg end and connected with said 
feed-water inlet, and a water separator positioned 
above said jacket below said steam outlet and down-
wardly discharging separated water; wherein the im-
provement comprises a duct connected with said pre-
heater to receive preheated feed-water therefrom and 
extending to adjacently below said water separator at 
a location feeding the preheated feed water directly 
into separated water discharged by said water separa-
tor. 

2. The steam generator of claim I in which said pre-
heater chamber is formed at least in part by walls of 
light construction as compared to that of said housing, 
said chamber having at least one outlet valve of the 
pressure-responsive type which opens in response to 
the pressure differential between said chamber and said 
housing. 

3. The steam generator of claim 1 having means for 
introducing additional f eed water to said housing's said 
upper portion. 

4 . The steam generator of claim 1 in which said pre-
heater chamber has an opening into said guide jacke t 
and a flow-distributing plate having interspaced open-
ings extending across the inside of said jacket above 
said opening. 
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