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[57] ABSTRACT 

A test stopper is insertable into a tube closed at one 
end for testing the tightness of the tube with a fluid 
under pressure, the tube being in a heat exchanger of 
a nuclear reactor or the like. The test stopper includes 
a tubular outer jacket that is expandable outwardly to 
tightly seat the stopper in the tube. The stopper also 
has front and back end-face members joined to the 
ends of the outer jacket to define a closed space 
within the jacket. With the stopper inserted into the 
tube, the front end-face member and the closed end 
portion of the tube define a closed inner region of the 
tube. An inner tubular member disposed within the 
outer jacket partitions the closed space within the 
jacket into an annular outer chamber and a cylindrical 
inner chamber. A pressure-fluid supply selectively 
supplies fluid to the chambers. The outer jacket ex-
pands in response to fluid admitted to the annular 
chamber and the front end-face member has a through 
bore to admit fluid under pressure to the inner region 
of the tube. 
A method of testing of such a tube with a fluid under 
pressure includes inserting the test stopper into the 
tube and then expanding the outer jacket of the 
stopper to seat the stopper firmly in the tube. A fluid 
under pressure is directed through the stopper and 
into the closed region defined by the front end-face 
member of the stopper and the closed end portion of 
the tube. The pressure of the fluid introduced into this 
closed region is monitored for detecting a leak in the 
closed-end tube. 

9 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TESTING 
CLOSED-END TUBES IN HEAT EXCHANGERS OF 

NUCLEAR REACTORS AND THE LIKE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The invention relates to a method and apparatus for 

testing the tightness of closed-end tubes in heat ex-
changers of nuclear reactors and the like. More partic-
ularly, the invention relates to a method and apparatus 
for testing such tubes for tightness with a fluid under 
pressure. 

Tubes in heat exchangers can develop leaks. Such a 
condition can assume proportions which require the 
heat exchanger to be shut down and overhauled. Espe-
cially critical are such leaks in heat exchangers which 
are part of nuclear power plants. Since here, radioac-
tive particles from the primary circulation system can 
reach the secondary circulation system. 

In such cases, it is preferable that the faulty tube be 
rendered inoperative by closing both ends of the tube 
in the tube plate of the heat exchanger so as to be wa-
tertight. The tubes can be closed, for example, by weld-
ing or by means of an explosion-closure stopper. The 
latter being a metal stopper which is welded to the tube 
according to the explosion-welding process. With this 
process, the repair time is shortened when compared to 
hand-welding procedures, so that in nuclear power 
plants the danger to maintenance personnel from possi-
ble radioactive radiation is considerably reduced. After 
closing the tube ends, it is necessary that the closures 
be tested for tightness. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is an object of the invention to provide a method of 

testing the tightness of closed-end tubes with a fluid 
under pressure. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a test 
stopper insertable into the tube for carrying out the 
method of the invention. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide an 
apparatus incorporating the test stopper for testing the 
tightness of the tube. 

As a feature of the invention, the test stopper in-
cludes a thin-walled tubular outer jacket that is expand-
able outwardly. The stopper further has front and back 
end-face members joined to the ends of the outer 
jacket to define a closed space within the jacket. With 
the stopper inserted into the tube, the front end-face 
member and the closed end portion of the tube con-
jointly define a closed test region of the tube. An inner 
tubular member disposed within the outer jacket parti-
tions the closed space within the jacket into an annular 
outer chamber and a cylindrical inner chamber. Pres-
sure supply means is provided for selectively supplying 
fluid to the chambers. When fluid is supplied to the an-
nular chamber the jacket expands outwardly in re-
sponse to the pressure exerted by the fluid and firmly 
seats the stopper against the inner wall of the tube to be 
tested. The front end-face member of the stopper has a 
bore extending therethrough and communicating with 
the cylindrical inner chamber to admit fluid under pres-
sure to the test region of the tube. 

According to a feature of a method of the invention, 
the test stopper is inserted into the tube to be tested 
and the outer jacket of the stopper is expanded to seat 
the stopper firmly in the tube. Fluid under pressure is 
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then directed through the stopper and introduced into 
the closed region or test space defined by the front end-
face member of the stopper and the closed end portion 
of the tube. The pressure of the fluid introduced into 

5 this Closed region is monitored for detecting the pres-
sure of a leak in the closed-end tube. 

It is especially advantageous if the outer jacket of the 
stopper constitutes a thin-walled tube. As indicated 
above, the inner space of the stopper is partitioned into 

10 two chambers by an additional tube; this tube is sub-
jectable to pressure and suction. The chambers are 
sealed by the end-face walls and are connectable to 
pressure-fluid conduits via the back end-face wall and 
the inner chamber additionally communicates with a 

' 5 bore extending through the front end-face wall. The 
front end-face wall of the stopper is provided with seal-
ing rings which are fitted to the diameter of the tube to 
be tested. Preferably, insertion means are connectable 
to the back end-face wall of the stopper. 

2 0 Although the invention is illustrated and described 
herein as a method and apparatus for testing closed-
end tubes in heat exchangers of nuclear reactors and 
the like, it is nevertheless not intended to be limited to 
the details shown, since various modifications may be 
made therein within the scope and the range of the 
claims. The invention, however, together with addi-
tional objects and advantages will be best understood 
from the following description and in connection with 
the accompanying drawing. 

30 
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The drawing illustrates a closed-end tube to be tested 
for tightness with a test stopper of the invention, the 
test stopper being shown in position for testing. Also 

3 5 shown are the pressure-fluid pump, connecting con-
duits and valves as well as the insertion device which 
together with the test stopper constitute the testing ap-
paratus of the invention for performing the method of 
the invention. 

40 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 
Referring to the drawing, a heat exchanger tube 2 is 

disposed in the tube plate 1 of a heat exchanger. The 
45 tube 2 is closed in the region of the tube plate by a stop-

per 3 which can, for example, be an explosive-closure 
stopper. A test stopper 4 is guided into the open end of 
the tube 2. The test stopper 4 according to the inven-
tion comprises front and back end-face members in the 

5 0 form of respective plates 5 and 6 and a central tubular 
member 7 subjectable to forces developed by pressure 
and suction as well as a thin-walled tubular jacket 8 
which is fitted to the diameter of the end plates. The 
jacket 8, for example, can be made of metal or syn-
thetic material. 

A central bore 9 is provided in the end plate 5 and 
communicates via the inner space 10 of the tubular 
member 7 with a bore 11 in the end plate 6. A further 
bore 13 is provided in end plate 6 and communicates 

6 0 with the intermediate space 12 located between central 
tubular member 7 and the outer jacket 8. Grooves 29 
are at the periphery of the end plate 5 and accommo-
date sealing rings 14. Bore means in the form of bores 
11 and 13 are a pressure-fluid supply means that can 
further comprise, according to the apparatus of the in-
vention, supply conduits 15 and 16 for carrying a pres-
sure fluid. Supply conduits 16 and 15 are connectable 
to bores 11 and 13 respectively. The pressure-fluid sup-
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ply means can also comprise a pressure pump 19 for 
moving a pressure medium such as a fluid, the latter be-
ing, for example, gas or water, as well as valves 17 and 
18 which are in conduits IS and 16 respectively. The 
conduits 15 and 16 connect via valves 17 and 18 to 5 
pump 19 as shown in the drawing. 

An insertion device is coupled to end plate 6, for ex-
ample, by a threaded connection. The insertion means 
comprises, for example, a double-action cylinder 20 
equipped with a piston 25. The cylinder 20 is con- 1 0 

nected to pressure pump 19 via connections 21, 22 and 
valves 23, 24. The piston rod of piston 25 is designated 
by reference numeral 26. 

To test the closure of stopper 3 for tightness accord-
ing to the method of the invention, the test stopper 4 is 
guided into the heat exchanger tube 2 in the region of 
the tube plate 1. Then the valve 17 is first opened so 
that the thin-walled outer jacket 8 can expand laterally 
and lie tightly against the inner wall of the tube 2. The 
intermediate space 12 thus becomes a clamping cham- 20 
ber and, as soon as an adequate pressure is obtained 
therein, the valve 18 is slowly opened. In this way, the 
testing pressure is increased in the inner space or test 
chamber .10 and in the inner region 28 of the tube 2 
under test. The inner space 28 constitutes the test 25 
space and is defined by the front end-face member 5 of 
the stopper 4 and the closed end portion of the tube 2 
when the stopper 4 is inserted therein. The pressure in 
the chamber 12 prevents the test stopper from slipping 
out of the tube 2 under test. 30 

During the time that the pressure is applied, the test-
ing pressure can be monitored with a manometer 27 
connected with the conduit carrying the pressure me-
dium; this permits determining if a leak is present in the 
closure of the tube 2. 35 

After testing, the pressure present for open valves 17 
and 18 can, for example, be reduced by turning off the 
pressure pump 19. In order to remove the test stopper 
4 when the valve 17 is closed, a renewed pressure can 
be applied to the test space 28 via valve 18, so that the 40 
test stopper 4 is forced out, under pressure, from the 
tube 2. 

The application of the insertion device enables the 
test stopper 4 to be brought to and operated at its oper-
ational position by remote control. The insertion de- 45 
vice, in addition, affords the advantage that the test 
stopper 4 can be safely removed from a tube not prop-
erly sealed. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for testing the tightness of a tube, 

closed at one end, with a fluid under pressure, the tube 
being in a heat exchanger of a nuclear reactor or the 
like, the apparatus comprising a test stopper including 
a tubular outer jacket, front and back end-face mem-
bers joined to respective longitudinal ends of said outer 55 
jacket to define a closed space bounded by said jacket 
and said end-face members, said front end-face mem-
ber and the closed end portion of the tube defining a 
closed inner region of the tube when the stopper is in-
serted therein, an inner tubular member disposed 6 0 

within said outer jacket extending between said end-
face members to partition said closed space into an an-
nular outer chamber and a cylindrical inner chamber; 
pressure-fluid supply means connected to said stopper 
for selectively supplying fluid to said chambers; said 6 5 

inner tubular member being subjectable to forces de-
veloped by pressure and suction within said inner 
chamber, said outer jacket being thin-walled and ex-
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pandable outwardly in response to fluid admitted under 
pressure to said annular chamber, thereby firmly seat-
ing the stopper against the inner wall of the tube to be 
tested, said front end-face member having a bore ex-
tending therethrough and communicating with said 
inner chamber to admit fluid under pressure from said 
inner chamber to the inner region of the tube; and in-
sertion means connected to said back end-face member 
of said stopper for removably inserting the same into 
the tube. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, said stopper 
comprising sealing rings mounted on said front end-
face member, said sealing rings having diameter fitted 
to the diameter of the tube to be tested. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, said pressure-
fluid supply means comprising pressure indicating 
means for monitoring the pressure of the fluid admitted 
to the closed inner region of the tube. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, said pressure-
fluid supply means comprising two bore means formed 
in said back end-face member and communicating with 
said chambers respectively, a pump for moving the 
fluid and building a pressure head therein, and fluid 
conduit means connecting said pump with said two 
bore means, said conduit means comprising valve 
means for selectively controlling the flow of the fluid to 
said chambers. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 4, said pressure-
fluid supply means comprising a manometer connected 
to said fluid conduit means for indicating the pressure 
of the fluid admitted to the closed inner region of the 
tube. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 5, said insertion 
means comprising a double-action cylinder, a piston 
slidably mounted in said cylinder and having a piston 
rod connected to said back end-face member of said 
stopper, said pressure-fluid supply means comprising 
additional conduit means connecting said cylinder to 
said pump, said additional conduit means including ad-
ditional valve means for controlling the flow of fluid to 
said cylinder for moving said piston. 

7. A test stopper insertable into a tube closed at one 
end for testing the tightness of the tube with a fluid 
under pressure, the tube being in a heat.exchanger of a 
nuclear reactor or the like, the test stopper comprising 
a tubular outer jacket, front and back end-face mem-
bers joined to respective longitudinal ends of said outer 
jacket to define a closed space bounded by said jacket 
and said end-face members, said front end-face mem-
ber and the closed end portion of the tube defining a 
closed inner region of the tube when the test stopper is 
inserted therein, an inner tubular member disposed 
within said outer jacket and extending between said 
end-face members to partition said closed space into an 
annular outer chamber and a cylindrical inner cham-
ber, and pressure-fluid supply means for selectively 
supplying fluid to said chambers, said outer jacket 
being thin-walled and expandable outwardly in re-
sponse to fluid admitted under pressure to said annular 
chamber, thereby firmly seating the stopper against the 
inner wall of the tube to be tested, said front end-face 
member having a bore extending therethrough and 
communicating with said inner chamber to admit fluid 
under pressure from said inner chamber to the inner 
region of the tube. 

8. A test stopper according to claim 7, said pressure-
fluid supply means comprising pressure indicating 
means for monitoring the pressure of the fluid admitted 
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to the closed inner region of the tube. face member, said sealing rings having a diameter fitted 
9. A test stopper according to claim 7, said test stop- to the diameter of the tube to be tested, 

per comprising sealing rings mounted on said front end- * * * * * 
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