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FOREWORD

Twelve fast breeder reactors (FBRs) are in operation in seven
countries which are different in scale from small test reactors with
thermal capacity of 10-60 MW to semi-commercial reactors with capacity of
1500-3000 MW(th). Five FBRs are under construction (SNR-300-FRG,
PEC-Italy, Monju-Japan and two BN-800-USSR) and three more are firmly
planned (Joint European project, PFBR-India and BN-1600 USSR). These
statistics show that industrial-scale implementation of FBRs is rather
limited and does not look as optimistic as it did 5 - 10 years ago.

There are many reasons explaining this fact and among them: current
uranium oversupply and low prices, reduction of prices for organic fuels,
higher construction cost for FBRs than for LWRs, reduction in electricity
demand and others. However taking into account that Pu production will
be increased when large-scale reprocessing plants are commissioned
(totaling approx 1000 tons of Pu by the year 2000) and it could be
optimally used only in FBRs, one could suggest the revival of industrial

interest in FBRs.

The present design for FBR fuel rods includes usually MOX fuel
pellets cladded into stainless steel tubes, together with UO2 axial
blanket and stainless steel hexagonal wrappers. Mixed carbide, nitride
and metallic fuels have been tested as alternative fuels in test
reactors. India's 42,5 MW(th) fast breeder test reactor (FBTR)

commissioned in October 1985, uses (70% Pu-30% U} C as the driver fuel.

Among others, the objectives to develop these alternative fuels are
to gain a high breeding ratio, short doubling time and high linear
ratings. Fuel rod and assembly designers are now concentrating on
finding the combination of optimized fuel, cladding and wrapper materials
which could result in improvement of fuel operational reliability under

high burnups and load-follow mode of operation.

Some of these aspects were discussed at the Agency's Advisory Group
on Advanced Fuel Technology and Performance (Wiirenlingen, Switzerland,
4-6 December 1984) including fabrication technology, irradiation

properties and feasibility of reprocessing of mixed carbide and nitride



