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expand, so must the vigilance of the global nuclear 
community. Levels of safety and security — which 
are primarily under national responsibility — must 
keep pace with emerging technologies, expand-
ing nuclear programmes and new entrants to 
the nuclear community. While in recent years the 
safety performance of the nuclear industry has 
been good, it is important to avoid any compla-
cency. Therefore, the IAEA continues to support 
and promote the global nuclear safety and secu-
rity regime as a framework for worldwide achieve-
ment of high levels of safety and security in nuclear 
activities.

Among the global trends, issues and challenges 
in nuclear safety in 2008, one could observe the 
continuous improvements focusing on knowl-
edge networking, operating experience feed-
back, self-assessment and peer review. At the 
same time, activities related to the expansion of 
nuclear programmes centred on national safety 
infrastructures, human resources and capacity 
building, regulatory independence, nuclear inci-
dent and emergency preparedness and response, 
spent fuel and radioactive waste management as 
well as multinational aspects of nuclear activities. 
Furthermore, there was increasing awareness that 
safety activities should not compromise security 
and vice versa.

The IAEA’s nuclear security programme is designed 
to assist national efforts to meet the requirements 
of those instruments and to address the risk from 
non-State actors and the malicious use of radiologi-
cal material.

In 2008, the Agency continued to provide assistance 
through the nuclear security programme to national 
efforts. For example, physical protection upgrades 
were underway in nuclear facilities in 12 States, 
more than 1,500 radioactive sources were moved to 
secure storage and over 1,600 people from 90 States 
received training in various aspects of nuclear secu-
rity related work. Currently 106 States participate in 
the IAEA Illicit Trafficking Database (ITDB) and, as of 
April 2008, States had reported or otherwise con-
firmed to the ITDB 1644 incidents of illicit trafficking 
and other unauthorized activities involving nuclear 
and radioactive materials.

Over 95% of the funding for these activities came 
from voluntary contributions. However, over the 
past few years, it has become apparent that this 
funding mechanism is unsustainable. If the Agency 
is to fulfil the demands placed upon it by its Member 
Sates and the international community at large, 
it must have predictable and assured funding for 
nuclear security work.

Future of the IAEA

Wherever we turn in today’s world, it is evident that 
the intertwined issues of security and development 
continue to be the most daunting challenges facing 
humanity. It is becoming more evident that the IAEA 
has an increased and more important role to play in 
both fields. 				     
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The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) is a landmark international treaty whose objective 

is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons 
technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear 
disarmament and general and complete disarmament. The 
Treaty represents the only binding commitment in a multilat-
eral treaty to the goal of disarmament by the nuclear-weapon 
States. Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty entered into 
force in 1970. On 11 May 1995, the Treaty was extended indef-
initely. A total of 190 parties have joined the Treaty, includ-
ing the five nuclear-weapon States. More countries have rati-
fied the NPT than any other arms limitation and disarmament 
agreement, a testament to the Treaty’s significance.

The provisions of the Treaty, particularly article VIII, paragraph 3, 
envisage a review of the operation of the Treaty every five years, 
a provision which was reaffirmed by the States parties at the 
1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference.

To further the goal of non-proliferation and as a confidence-
building measure between States parties, the Treaty estab-
lishes a safeguards system under the responsibility of the 
IAEA. Safeguards are used to verify compliance with the Treaty 
through inspections conducted by the IAEA. The Treaty pro-
motes cooperation in the field of peaceful nuclear technology 
and equal access to this technology for all States parties, while 
safeguards prevent the diversion of fissile material for weapons 
use.

The 2005 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons met at the United Nations 
in New York from 2 to 27 May 2005. A total of 153 States parties to 
the Treaty participated in the event. The Conference was unable 
to produce a consensus substantive outcome on the review of 
the implementation of the provisions of the Treaty.

The 2010 NPT Review Conference is scheduled to be held in 
New York, USA, from 26 April to 21 May 2010.
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