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the sewage of the building. The local government, 
together with local sponsors, provided the 
necessary materials while the UNDP/CRDP provided 
office and sport equipments. The Youth Centre was 
finally opened in September 2005. It now provides 
learning resources, computers, typing and copying 
services. Lectures and training on site for a variety of 
jobs are also possible. The centre is equipped with a 
sports gym and rooms for hobbies.

In June 2005, an Association of Community 
Organizations was established during a public 
meeting at the village. The Association’s aim is to 
coordinate the activities of the various Community 
Organizations. The Association also applied for a 
grant from the Embassy of Japan to improve the 
water supply system.

Upon the request from the Lystvin Village, in June 
2006 a Coordinator from the Embassy of Japan 
investigated the village water supply system. 
During the inspection, the officer found that the 
water supply system, built more than 30 years ago, 
was insufficient and had hygienic problems. Most of 
the people in the village were using and drinking 
unfiltered water containing significant traces of iron. 
During the inspection it became apparent that the 
village lacked the financial resources to repair the 
water supply system. Taking stock of the situation, in 
December 2007 the government of Japan decided 
to support the community’s plan to improve their 
living condition by replacing the old water supply 
system. The Japanese government provided the vil-
lage a grant of $32,680 under the framework of the 
Grant Assistance for Grass-roots Human Security 
Projects of Japan. The project included repairing 
the water tower, replacing the street hand pumps, 

as well as the water pipes, the water cleaning filters 
and the water pumps. The project was completed 
in Autumn 2008.

The Association of Community Organizations 
also carried out several additional projects. These 
included cleaning the streets and the areas flooded 
by the local river, renovating a monument, clean-
ing and renovating the water wells, cleaning a 
local dump, renovating the school heating sys-
tem, reconstructing the local church, and renovat-
ing the cemetery. To implement those projects, the 
Association cooperated with local governments 
and donor organisations. Nowadays,  Lystvyn vil-
lage is regarded as a model for neighbouring vil-
lages and the region.

Recovery and Development
Many of the people directly affected by the 
Chernobyl accident are still dependent on the aid 
coming from the Ukrainian and foreign govern-
ments as well as from international organizations. 

However, in recent years they have organized them-
selves into Community Organizations and started 
rebuilding their communities, reconstructing 
local infrastructures such as water supply systems, 
schools and hospitals.

There is still much left to do to achieve a full recovery 
from the Chernobyl accident that took place over 
two decades ago. However, the people affected by 
that disaster have finally started building their own 
future and are no longer passively waiting for gov-
ernment aid. This is a crucial step that needs to be 
saluted as a major achievement for the communi-
ties affected by the most devastating accident in 
the history of nuclear power. 	         	
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 Grass Roots Humanity
The Grant Assistance for Grass-roots Human 

Security Projects of Japan is a programme 
operated by the Embassy of Japan in Ukraine. 

It provides small-size financial aid (between 
$20,000 and $75,000) to non-governmental 

organizations and medical facilities in the 
regions affected by the Chernobyl accident.

In the period 2002-2008, the Programme 
contributed a total of $717,512 to 16 projects.


