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and World Health Organization (WHO). The report 
indicated the need for a paradigmatic shift from 
humanitarian aid to developmental approach. 
The new approach was supported by scientific 
observation indicating that the Chernobyl accident 
was a ‘low-dose event’ for the majority of people 
in the areas deemed to be contaminated, and 
that most people can live safely in their place of 
residence without any restrictions. This point was 
further confirmed by participants of the 2005-2006 
UN Chernobyl Forum.

At the end of 2002, UNDP and the Government of 
Ukraine embarked on the Chernobyl Recovery and 
Development Programme (UNDP/CRDP), which 
focused on three major initiatives aimed at local 
populations:

♦	 Building self-reliance and dignity;

♦	 Creating livelihoods and economic 
opportunities; and

♦	 Protecting threatened lives in contaminated 
zones.

The underlying strategy was community develop-
ment, which foresaw not only economic develop-
ment but also tackling poverty, as well as develop-

ing trust and critical thinking. One of the desired 
outcomes of the plan was that community mem-
bers take control of their lives once again.

Additional funding for the programme was provided 
by the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA), Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC), the Government of Japan 
through the UN Human Security Trust Fund, the UN 
Volunteer Programme, and UN-OCHA.

UNDP/CRDP implemented community deve-
lopment projects in seventeen administrative 
districts of the four most contaminated provinces 
in Ukraine — Chernigivska, Rivnenska, Kyivska, and 
Zhytomyrska. Through these activities, UNDP/CRDP 
established 279 Community Organisations in 192 
settlements, for a total membership of over 20,000 
people. 

Each Community Organization designed an action 
plan, which included rebuilding medical facilities, 
schools, water supply systems, sewage and 
heating systems. Subsequently, the Community 
Organizations applied for and received the nec-
essary funds from UNDP/CRDP, local governments, 
local business entities as well as foreign governments 
— such as Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grass-
roots Human Security Projects. During 2003-2007 

Project Number  
of Projects

Total Budget 
(US$)

Fund Provided 
by the CRDP 

(US$)

Youth/Community Center 40 681,924 278,335

Improving Local Medical Clinic 41 799,616 301,307

Repairing Water Supply System 34 612,754 213,794

Repairing School 34 802,574 263,896

Others * 41 1,046,822 347,813

Total 190 3,943,691 1,405,147

* Repairing hospital (2), repairing kindergarten (5), repairing sewage system (2), reconstructing the market (4), 
establishing the Service Center (hair dressing, tailor etc.) (3), repairing gas supply system (3), Web-site project (8), 
cleaning water reservoir for recreation center (1), repairing cattle bleeding center (2), Sport and health recreation center 
(1), development of community park (1), repairing pedestrian bridge (1), repairing public bath (1), repairing children’s 
recreation center (2), repairing street lights (1), repairing heating system for the social center (1), solid waste management 
(2), establishing Resource Center (1). The number in brackets shows the number of projects.

UNDP — United Nations Development Programme;  
CRDP —  Chernobyl Recovery and Development Programme
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Types of Projects Funded by UNDP/CRDP 


