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time, with no new incidents of concern, there was a 
sea change in the nuclear industry’s attitude to the 
public and to the media. Freed from the old policy 
of Decide Announce Defend, a new atmosphere 
of openness pervaded the industry, together with 
an overt acknowledgement of the need for public 
consent and social responsibility. With all of these 
forces working in the same direction, the result was 
a recovery in the industry’s reputation, to the point 
where, at Christmas 2004, favourable opinion over-
took unfavourable opinion. In the latest (2007) sur-
vey, the proportion favourable to the industry (35%) 
strongly outweighs the unfavourable proportion 
(26%), though a key feature of the research is the 
39% who are undecided either way. This group has 
held the balance of the argument for some years 
and continues to do so.

Since 2002 we have also been measuring the British 
public’s more specific support for replacement 
nuclear newbuild.  This again shows 2004 as the 
pivotal year, when support overcame opposition, 
before peaking in 2005 on 41%. Since 2005, 
however, the volume of information and opinion 
available to ordinary people about energy options 
has mushroomed, and though we have plotted a 
tentative rise in familiarity with the industry, the key 
outcome of this has been an upsurge in confusion 
about energy and specifically nuclear issues. With 
so many authoritative figures openly disagreeing, 
the public are less sure what to think. This has 
particularly affected those whose initial gut feeling 
was positive. The result has been a slight fall in 

support for newbuild since 2005, while 
opposition remains firm, though less 
numerous.

Our question has been carefully worded 
to relate only to replacement newbuild, 
since that was the most likely (and most 
acceptable) scenario for the future. 
Recent Government speeches have sug-
gested enthusiasm in Westminster for 
net expansion of the nuclear compo-
nent. We have measured views of this 
only once, in 2005, when it received a 
resounding rejection by the public, at the 
same time as there was record support 
for replacement newbuild. This is there-
fore a dangerous communications strat-
egy for the Government; probably aimed 
more at demonstrating its commitment 
to the industry itself than showing sensi-
tivity to fragile public acceptance.

The way a nuclear energy strategy is 
presented can undoubtedly affect its reception by 
the British public. While 35% are favourable to the 
industry and 36% support replacement newbuild, 
65%, an overall majority, agree with the statement 
that “Britain needs a mix of energy sources to ensure 
a reliable supply of electricity, including nuclear 
power and renewable energy sources.” Just 10% dis-
agree. Linking nuclear energy policy to renewables 
has a persuasive effect on its acceptance, as long 
as it also implies that it is part of a planned national 
strategy (something few have perceived Britain to 
have in recent years)

We can conclude that Britain is closer to public 
acceptance of nuclear newbuild than it has been 
for some decades, though this support is frag-
ile and sensitive to the actual messages received. 
Communicating with the British public on this issue 
is notoriously difficult, particularly for the current 
Government, whose credibility on nuclear issues we 
recently measured as very low (2007). The nuclear 
industry has done much to rehabilitate its Cold War 
past, but is still held back by the British scepticism 
for companies and private profit generation, par-
ticularly profits made out of public utilities, and by 
the growing obsession with risk aversion in all areas 
of life. Furthermore, the environmental NGOs are 
united in their opposition to nuclear energy having 
any role in future energy policy.  		   
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Q To what extent would you support or oppose the building of new nuclear 
power stations in Britain TO REPLACE those that are being phased out 
over the next few years?  This would ensure the same proportion of 
nuclear energy is retained.
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