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Soaring global food prices, their effects on 
the world’s economy and the widespread 
social unrest that followed, have brought 
to the fore the issue of poor investments 
made in agriculture and food production 

over the last three decades.

As a result of decreasing investments, farmers are 
not only subject to rising costs of inputs, but also to 
high transportation costs and poor infrastructure. At 
the same time, natural resources such as soil, water 
and plants are coming increasingly under pressure 
from conflicting demands from agriculture, popula-
tion growth and other sectors of the economy.

Dwindling food stocks combined with low crop pro-
ductivity and the increase in costs for inputs such as 
fertilizer and seeds, has led to an overall decrease in 
food availability and a consequent rise in prices. The 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Food Price 
Index rose, on average, by an annual 12 per cent in 
2006, and further accelerated to 24 per cent in 2007. 
According to FAO, the price of food commodities, 
currently 30 per cent above 2007 levels, will con-
tinue to increase through 2017. The impact of ris-
ing food and fuel prices is having dramatic conse-
quences, especially for those living in developing 
countries where food security is already precarious.

Other factors contributing to the current global 
food crisis include climate change, the increase in 
transboundary pests and diseases (e.g., UG99, also 
known as ‘wheat rust’) and the change in land use 
and water distribution.

Increased demand for biofuel is also putting pres-
sure on agriculture and will continue to do so in 
coming decades due to rising fossil energy prices.

Another factor related to rising food prices is the 
increasing number of people moving away from 
starchy foods towards meat and dairy products, a 
trend that is intensifying demand for feed grains.

Our Work
The IAEA has been working together with other UN 
and international organizations to find solutions to 
the problems set before us by the global food cri-
sis. The strategies adopted have been necessarily 
divided into short, medium and long term.

In the short term, the World Food Programme (WFP) 
has sought to dramatically increase food aid with 
additional funding of US$755 million, while FAO has 
been distributing seeds, fertilizer, animal feed and 

A Partnership for Food Security
On 1 October 1964, FAO and its partner in the UN system, the IAEA created the Joint FAO/

IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture. The aim of setting up the 
Joint Division was to use the talents and resources of both organizations for broadening coop-
eration between their Member Countries in applying nuclear technology and related biotech-
nologies for developing improved strategies for sustainable food security.*

Its uniqueness stems from the nature of the technology itself and the fact that all its activities 
are conceived, planned and executed only after the scrutiny and approval of the IAEA and FAO 
Governing Bodies.

The Joint Division is a successful example of inter-agency cooperation and coordination in the 
UN and a precursor for UN-wide reforms being undertaken. The UN and the governments of its 
Member States continually stress the need for more cooperation among UN agencies, for less 
overlapping and duplication and for more harmony in their approach towards building a pros-
perous and peaceful world.

Earlier this year, IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei cited plans by the FAO to end the 
partnership as part of its reform process. “I believe that termination of the current arrangements 
would have significantly negative consequences for developing Member States in areas such as 
animal disease and insect pest eradication, land and water management, plant breeding, food 
safety and trade,” Dr. ElBaradei said. He urged countries to maintain the partnership.

* Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe 
and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life.©FAO/M. Roest


