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IAEA Director General Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei 
tasked the Agency’s Secretariat with conducting 
a detailed review of the nature and scope of the 
IAEA’s programme in the next decade and what 
resources would be needed to fund these activi-
ties. The study was given the name “20/20”, reflect-
ing the effort to look ahead to the year 2020 and 
beyond with the clearest possible vision.

According to the report’s findings, the major chal-
lenges likely to face the IAEA in the 2020 timeframe 
are:

•	 growth in the use of nuclear power, brought on by the demand for clean 
energy;

•	 greater demand for the use of nuclear applications in health, food and the 
environment;

•	 increased emphasis on maintaining a high level of safety;

•	 combating the threat of nuclear terrorism; and

•	 strengthening of the safeguards system to ensure its effectiveness, credibil-
ity and independence.

The “20/20 Vision for the Future” report, can be found at: www.iaea.org/
NewsCenter/News/PDF/20-20vision_220208.pdf
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the vision of a world free of nuclear weapons and 
take firmer steps in that direction.

Needless to say, a world free of nuclear weapons will 
not be achieved quickly, and will require action by 
many actors in the international system, going far 
beyond the mandate and capabilities of the IAEA.

What is needed is an ambitious reinvigoration of 
the grand bargain that was struck 40 years ago in 
the NPT. The renewed grand bargain will need to 
combine steps that can be taken immediately with a 
vision for the longer term, and to draw in states that 
are not parties to the NPT.

New approaches to verifying compliance with 
treaty obligations, to providing security for states 
in the absence of nuclear weapons, and to punish-
ing states that violate the regime will certainly be 
required, and new methods to control the sensi-
tive elements of the nuclear fuel cycle will likely be 
needed as well.

What the IAEA’s precise future role in disarmament 
might be remains to be determined. But interna-
tional nuclear verification will certainly be essen-
tial as disarmament proceeds, and the IAEA’s exist-
ing capabilities and experience make it well suited 
to play a central role in that endeavor. It would also 
be logical for states to give the Agency a central role 
in monitoring the huge stockpiles of fissile mate-
rial that would be freed from nuclear weapons pro-
grams. These activities would also justify additional 
resources for the Agency.

The international community has auspicious 
opportunities and significant challenges to tackle 
as the world moves into its seventh nuclear dec-
ade. Expanded use of nuclear technologies offers 
immense potential to meet important develop-
ment needs. But it also poses complex and broad-
ranging safety and security challenges that must be 
addressed effectively. Consequently, to reduce risks 
while allowing rapidly growing contributions to 
human well being from nuclear technologies, our 
report calls for a reinforced global nuclear order.

A stronger nuclear order will emerge as a product of 
increased collective action and partnership, 
expanded transparency, increasingly effective 
standards for safety and security worldwide, new 
nonproliferation measures, and progressive steps to 
reduce and ultimately eliminate nuclear weapons. If 
it can be created, this strengthened nuclear order 
could ultimately produce an era of Atoms for Peace 
and Prosperity, as was the hope when the IAEA was 
conceived in 1953. Of course, this is a task that goes 
well beyond the IAEA’s mandate and capabilities, 
but reinforcing the IAEA will be one of the most cru-
cial and fundamental steps toward that goal.         

Ernesto Zedillo is the Director of the Yale Center for the 
Study of Globalization and former President of Mexico.

*Members of the Commission were: Ambassador 
Oluyemi Adeniji (Nigeria), Lajos Bokros (Hungary), 
Lakhdar Brahimi (Algeria), Dr. Rajagopala 
Chidambaram and DAE-Homi Bhabha Professor 
(India), Senator Lamberto Dini (Italy), Gareth 
Evans (Australia), Louise Fréchette (Canada), 
Anne Lauvergeon (France), Kishore Mahbubani 
(Singapore), Ambassador Ronaldo Mota 
Sardenberg (Brazil), Ambassador Pius Yasebasi 
Ng’Wandu (Tanzania), Senator Sam Nunn (United 
States), Ambassador Karl Theodor Paschke 
(Germany), Dr. Wolfgang Schüssel (Austria), 
Academician Evgeny Velikhov (Russia), Professor 
Wang Dazhong (China), Dr. Hiroyuki Yoshikawa 
(Japan), Ernesto Zedillo, Chair (Mexico).
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