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Nuclear Waste and Old Laces

Q: Nuclear technology is a topic that 
engages the public like few others. What 
can be done to involve public opinion in 
a positive manner?

HF: The first issue is to acknowledge that 
there are fears around nuclear power and 
to understand that fears are legitimate. It 
could be said that they exist where there 
is not enough knowledge, but it has to be 
acknowledged that the fears are there.

The second point is that openness is 
extremely important. The nuclear indus-
try has a record of not being very open 
to the public, partly because some of the 
nuclear industry comes from the mili-

tary side. But the situation has improved 
a lot. It’s clear that in a modern society, 
if you want to achieve something, you 
need to involve the public and let them 
have their say. You cannot just say: “This 
is good, let’s do it.” 

Good experience is also another impor-
tant element. When you operate reac-
tors for a long time in a good way, people 
see that nuclear works well and it is safe. 
In my country, Sweden, we had a strong 
debate on nuclear power in the 1970s 
and early 1980s and there was strong 
opposition to nuclear power at the time. 
Today, people have seen the reactors 
operating well, providing electricity at 

a reasonable price and the whole issue 
being handled in a responsible way. If 
you look at the polls today, Sweden is 
almost the most positive nuclear coun-
try in Europe. Discussions have restarted, 
although a decision is far from having 
being reached, on whether the country 
should have new nuclear power plants 
built.  			                     
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In the historic Flemish city of Bruges, famous its medieval buildings and lace craftsmanship, 
top nuclear experts and regulators met to discuss the future of environmental remediation and 
radioactive waste management.

Global partnering for the the 
nuclear sector was the focus of 
the five-day 11th International 

Conference on Environmental Reme-
diation and Radioactive Waste 
Management (ICEM '07). At a time 
when preoccupations for the environ-
ment and energy security are driving 
a renewed interest in nuclear power, 
more needs to be done to promote 
international cooperation and share 
information and experience amongst 
authorities and companies within the 
nuclear sector itself as well as with the 
public.

Setting up global environmental part-
nerships and cooperative agreements 
is essential to demonstrate good gov-
ernance in a society that demands to 
be actively informed and participate in 
the decision-making process around 
nuclear issues. As Anibal Taboas, 
Conference General Chair, reminded 
the audience of, in today’s society, edu-
cation, energy, the environment and 
the economy are inextricably linked, 

and the nuclear sector has an invalua-
ble opportunity to recast the way it is 
perceived throughout the world.

Focusing on uranium mine and mill 
remediation issues, the Uranium 
Mining Remediation Exchange Group 
(UMREG) Roundtable also took place 
during ICEM '07. During the roundta-
ble, Peter Waggitt, a consultant in min-
ing environmental issues, reported on 
the IAEA Central Asian Project, which 
is looking at developing a regulatory 
framework and a plan of action to deal 

with legacy problems in former Soviet 
sites. "Good progress has been made 
so far, and I am happy to be able report 
that the situatuon is not as bad as origi-
nally estimated," Waggitt commented. 
"However, it is still too early to draw a 
conclusion for the project."

The 11th International Conference 
on Environmental Remediation and 
Radioactive Waste Management 
(ICEM’07) was held in Bruges, Belgium, 
from 2-6 September 2007.
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