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The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) and former 
US Vice President Al Gore were jointly 
awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize “for 
their efforts to build up and disseminate 
greater knowledge about man-made 
climate change, and to lay the founda-
tions for the measures that are needed 
to counteract such change.”

The IPCC assessments are based on 
peer-reviewed scientific and technical 
literature, while its reports are written by 
teams of authors from all over the world 
who are recognized experts in their field. These scientists represent relevant disciplines as well as 
differing scientific perspectives. The global coverage of expertise, the interdisciplinary nature of 
the IPCC team, and the transparency of the process, constitute the Panel’s strongest assets.

The IPCC was created in 1988 in response to growing concern about the risk of anthropogenic cli-
mate change. The General Assembly of the United Nations asked the two UN bodies most engaged 
in the issue, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), to set up this Panel to provide balanced, objective policy advice.

The First Assessment Report of 1990 was submitted to the UN General Assembly, which responded 
by formally recognizing that climate change required global action and launched the negotia-
tions that led to the adoption of the 1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.
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Q: What is the significance of the agree-
ment reached at Bali and what can we 
expect from the Bali Roadmap?

RP: Bali represented a step forward 
because the parties came up with a very 
clear intention to bring about deep cuts 
in emissions and laid down the plan for 
a new agreement by the time the 15th 
Conference takes place in Copenhagen 
in 2009. I believe it is extremely impor-
tant that the agreement that comes into 
place after 2012 is robust and strong 
enough to be able to make a difference 
in the emission of GHGs.

In one of the scenarios that we have 
examined at the IPCC, if we were to sta-
bilise the earth’s climate to a tempera-
ture increase of 2 to 2.4 degrees Celsius, 
we would have only seven years left 
within which we can allow emissions to 
increase. Beyond 2015, those emissions 

will have to decline. Of course the more 
rapid the decline, the greater the effect 
in preventing the impacts of climate 
change in the future.

Q: Traditionally, one of the most press-
ing issues concerning the fight against 
climate change is the question of who 
should bear the burden of action, whether 
the developed or the developing world. 
What is your view on this issue? 

RP: The Framework Convention on 
Climate Change clearly lays down the 
provision of common but differentiated 
responsibility. Climate change is a com-
mon responsibility for all countries, but 
it is differentiated on the basis that the 
developed countries are largely respon-
sible for having caused the concentration 
of these gases because, cumulatively, 
they are the ones that are responsible 
for emissions in the past. Consequently, 

action should come first from the devel-
oped countries. 

Of course, the developing countries are 
also expected to put in place certain 
measures, but the developed countries 
are required to provide financing as well 
as technology transfer to assist them in 
the actions they have to take.

Having said so, there are a number of 
local reasons which might require the 
developing countries to take a some-
what different path. This arises from the 
fact that there are a large number of 
co-benefits from mitigation measures, 
including energy security, lower local 
pollution levels and jobs creation in rural 
areas.

Q: As a scientist, what do you think it 
is the public perception of the climate 
change problem? Are issues like climate 
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