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KEY CONVENTION ON SAFE MANAGEMENT
OF SPENT FUEL & RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO ENTER INTO FORCE

At a ceremony at IAEA
Headquarters in March,
Ireland deposited its
instrument of ratification
to an important conven-
tion on the safe
management of spent
fuel and radioactive
waste, thereby ensuring
its entry into force. The
Convention will be the
first international instru-
ment to address the
safety of management
and storage of radioactive
wastes and spent fuel in
countries with and
without nuclear programmes.
“The Joint Convention
significantly  broadens the
IAEA's nuclear safety regime
and promotes international
standards to manage an issue
that is of great concern to the
public”, said IAEA Director
General, Mohamed ElIBaradei.
The Joint Convention on the
Safety of Spent  Fuel
Management and on the Safety
of Radioactive Waste
Management was adopted at a
Diplomatic Conference 5
September 1997 and opened for
signature at the IAEA General
Conference 29 September the
same year. The Joint
Convention applies to the safety
of spent fuel management --
which is defined as “all activities
that are related to the handling
or storage of spent fuel,
excluding off-site transportation”
-- and to the safety of radioactive
management, which is defined
as “all activities, including
decommissioning activities, that
are related to the handling,
pretreatment, treatment,
conditioning, storage, or
disposal of radioactive waste”.

Beyond this, the Convention
covers the safety of management
of spent fuel or radioactive waste
resulting from military or
defense programmes if and
when such materials are
transferred permanently to and
managed within exclusively
civilian programmes, or when
declared as spent fuel or
radioactive waste for the purpose
of the Convention.

“One of the main objectives
of this Convention”, Mr.
ElBaradei said, "is to ensure that
during all stages of spent fuel
and radioactive waste
management there are effective
defenses against potential
hazards so that individuals,
society and the environment are
protected from harmful effects
of ionizing radiation, now and
in the future”.

The Convention establishes a
binding reporting system for
Contracting Parties to address

all measures taken by each State
to implement the obligations
under the Convention. This
would include reporting on
national inventories  of
radioactive wastes and spent
fuel.

The Joint Convention enters
into force ninety days after 25
States, including fifteen that
have an operational nuclear
power plant, have deposited
their instruments of ratification,
acceptance, or approval with the
IAEA.  Accordingly, the
Convention will enter into force
on 18 June 2001.The 25 States
Parties to the Convention are:
Argentina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Ireland, Latvia, Morocco,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine, United Kingdom.

Photo: Ireland has become the 25th country to ratify the Joint
Convention on Spent Fuel and Management of Radioactive Waste,
depositing its instrument of ratification on 20 March 2001 at IAEA
Headquarters in Vienna. Ambassador Thelma M. Doran and senior
officials attended the ceremony. Credit: PPavlicek/IAEA



TOPICAL IAEA NEWS COVERAGE FEATURED
ON WORLDATOM INTERNET SITE: HTTP://WWW.IAEA.ORG

The IAEA's WorldAtom
Internet site has fea-
tured a range of topics
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pioneering the use of a
radiation-based  tech-
nology to curb “acid rain”
pollution from electric
power plants burning
fossil fuels.

The technology is
being demonstrated at
the coal-fired Pomorzany
electric power station in
the northeast industrial
region near the port of
Szczecin. IAEA Director
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General Mohamed
ElBaradei visited the plant in
early March during an official
visit to the country. The Agency,
along with Japan and the
Republic of Korea, supported
the $20-million project for
demonstrating  the  new
technology in Poland.

Poland is heavily reliant on
coal for the production of
electricity, and has been working
on ways to reduce associated
pollutants and meet national
and regional emission standards.
Pollution from coal-fired plants
includes sulfur dioxide and
nitrogen  oxides,  which
contribute to acid rain and are
linked to problems of global
warming.

The Pomorzany project is an
industrial-scale demonstration

facility that uses electron beam
technology to purify flue gases
before their release into the
environment  through the
electricity plant’s smokestacks.
While the process is not new,
the IAEA-support project has
stimulated interest among more
than a dozen countries in
Europe, Asia, and the Americas
in its application on a larger
scale.

m |AEA Irag Action Team
Opens Web Pages. The latest
documents,  reports, and
activities of the IAEA’s Iraq
Action Team now are accessible
on the Agency’s WorldAtom site.
The Action Team was formed in
1991 under mandate of the UN
Security Council.

m  Controlling Livestock
Disease. Many countries are
applying improved diagnostic
tests -- developed through
programmes jointly sponsored
by FAO and IAEA -- to control
foot and mouth disease in
livestock.

m Transport of Radioactive
Material. For some 50 years, the
IAEA has been at the forefront
in the development of model
regulations for the safe transport
of radioactive material. The
IAEA is encouraging more
countries to adopt and apply the
regulations.

m |AEA Board. Excerpts of
IAEA Director  General
Mohamed ElIBaradei’s statement
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The IAEA is responding to international
concerns about possible health effects of
depleted uranium ammunition arising in post-
conflict situations. The Agency’s focus is
radiological safety, both with respect to
assessing environmental conditions and the
health impact on individuals that may have
been exposed to depleted uranium. IAEA
Director General Mohamed ElBaradei has
pledged the Agency’s support of international
efforts and has emphasized the importance of
a comprehensive assessment of depleted
uranium’s possible effects. The Agency has
conducted a number of radiological
assessments in recent years at the request of its
Member States.

In late January, the IAEA and the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
announced they are exploring the feasibility of
sending fact-finding missions to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia and Irag. Meanwhile, the IAEA
Laboratory in Seibersdorf, Austria, forwarded
the results of its analysis of soil samples from
sites in Kosovo where depleted uranium was
detected. IAEA scientists took part in a UNEP-
led fact-finding mission in November 2000,
which took 340 samples of water, soil,
vegetation, milk and dust from vehicles and
fragments of armaments after visiting 11
locations in Kosovo. Samples from the Kosovo
mission also were analysed by laboratories in

to the Board are accessible on
WorldAtom. The Board met in
March 2001 at the Agency’s
headquarters in Vienna.

Water: The Vital Missing
Elements. Countries around the
world are making steady
progress to preserve and protect
key sources of water supply.
Through IAEA-supported
projects valued at nearly $9
million this year, water specialists
in more than 40 countries are
acquiring knowledge and skills
that help find the missing pieces
of scientific and technical
information that guide decisions
about how water is developed
and managed. Still other
countries are engaged in projects
involving nuclear technologies
for desalting seawater, and
radiation techniques for tracking
water pollutants that can pose
health and safety problems

On 22 March, the
commemoration of World
Water Day 2001 focused
renewed international attention
on issues of water scarcity,
pollution, and conservation.

This year’s theme — Water for
Health — particularly
underlined issues of water
quality, as well as quantity. In
the coming decades, the world’s
growing population will add to
demands for safe and clean water
supplies. The UN foresees the
chance of a serious world water
shortage during this decade, and
its Agenda 21 outlines a multi-
step programme of action.
Through the IAEA, countries
are engaged in a range of
scientific research programmes,
national and regional technical
projects, and training seminars
and workshops.

Conference on Radiological
Protection of Patients. A
landmark conference on radiation
safety in health care concluded in
late March in Spain, with
participants calling for an
international action plan to
enhance  the radiological
protection of patients. Other
recommendations for global
cooperation are related to:
supporting the distribution and
appropriate use of basic medical

imaging equipment in developing
countries; emphasis on computer-
based training, making use of
existing educational materials;
enhanc-ing the infrastructure for
radiological protection around the
world; and developing
performance standards for used
medical equipment so that it can
be applied safely by subsequent
users. Over 720 professionals
from more than 85 countries
attended the conference. It was
organized by the IAEA, co-
sponsored by the European
Commission, Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO),
and the World Health
Organization (WHO), and
hosted by the Government of
Spain.

Health Care Support. Twenty
-eight countries around the world
use radiation technology in
health care to sterilize human
tissue grafts for transplant surgery.
Projects supported by the IAEA
are an important mechanism of
technical assistance to the
planning and establishment of
such tissue banks.



Sweden, Switzerland, Italy, and the United
Kingdom.

To broaden scientific understanding of DU
and its analysis, the IAEA is developing a
training course for specialists from concerned
countries. The main focus will be on the
measurement methods and the assessment of
risks from depleted uranium and other sources
of radioactivity. In its basic form, DU is only
slightly radioactive, being about 60% as
radioactive as natural uranium. Chemically and
physically, DU behaves in the same way as
uranium that is found naturally in the Earth.

Final UNEP report on DU Released. The
final report of the UNEP on the
environmental impact of DU ammunition
used during the 1999 Kosovo conflict was
released 13 March 2001 in Geneva. It found

Readers should be advised of errors in
recent editions of the 1AEA Bulletin.
We apologize for any inconvenience.
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In the IAEA Bulletin, Vol 42,
No. 2 (2000), an error occurred in the
presentation of the graphs on page 40
in the article, “Moving Targets:
Economic Competitiveness of Nuclear
Power.” The graphs as corrected are
printed at right. More details on the
data may be obtained from the IAEA
Department of Nuclear Energy,
Planning and Economic Studies
Section.

In the IAEA Bulletin, Vol. 42, No.
4 (2000), on page 40, there was an
error in the coverage of the UN
General Assembly’s consideration of a
resolution on the 1AEAs work. The
information reported applied to a draft
resolution which subsequently was
modified. The General Assembly
adopted its resolution on the IAEA on
16 March 2001. More information is
available in a UN press release
(GA/9860) that was issued
on 16 March, accessible at
http://www.un.org
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no widespread ground contamination in the
investigated areas, and insignificant
corresponding radiological and chemical
risks. Although the mission findings show no
cause for alarm, the report describes specific
situations where risks could be significant.
There are also scientific uncertainties relating
to the longer-term behavior of DU in the
environment. For these reasons, UNEP calls
for certain precautionary actions, which
should include visiting all DU sites in
Kosovo, removing slightly radioactive
penetrators and jackets on the surface,
decontaminating areas where feasible, and
providing information to local populations
on precautions to be taken if DU is found.
The report is accessible on line at
http://www.unep.ch
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