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MEETINGS OF IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS

At its meetings beginning
22 March 1999 in Vienna, the
IAEA Board of Governors was
set to consider topics related to
the Agency’s safety and nuclear
verification programmes.

The Board’s provisional
agenda included items on:

Nuclear, Radiation, and
Waste Safety, and Waste
Management. Topics included
the Nuclear Safety Review for
1998; the safety of radiation
sources and the security of
radioactive materials; safety of
transport of radioactive
material; measures to address
the year 2000 (Y2K) issue;
financing of IAEA obligations
under international safety
Conventions on early
notification and emergency
assistance; application of
international radiation

protection standards in non-
Member States of the JAEA;
safety requirements on near-
surface disposal of radioactive
waste; and assistance to Central
and European countries and
some Newly Independent
States in the field of spent fuel
and radioactive waste
management.

Nuclear Verification and
Security of Material. Topics
included the proliferation
potential of neptunium and
americium; measures against
illicic trafficking in nuclear
materials and other
radioactive sources; the
conclusion of safeguards
agreements and of Additional
Protocols; and a report by the
Director General on the
implementation of the
safeguards agreement between

the JAEA and Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.
January Meeting. At its
meeting 25 January 1999, the
IAEA Board’s Programme and
Budget Committee initially
reviewed the Agency’s draft
regular budget for the year
2000. The regular budget
calls for expenditures of US
$219.3 million and reflects
zero real growth compared to
this year’s budget. Activities in
SIX major programme areas
are covered: nuclear power
and the fuel cycle; nuclear
applications; nuclear,
radiation, and waste safety;
nuclear verification and
security of material;
management of technical
cooperation for development;
and policy-making,
coordination, and support.

STRENGTHENED SAFEGUARDS SYSTEM:
STATUS OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS

More States have signed or
ratified Additional Protocols to
their JAEA Safeguards
Agreements for the Agency’s
application of strengthened
safeguards.

As of March 1999, the list
includes:
Armenia, signed 29 Sept. 1997
Australia, signed 23 Sept.
1997; ratified 12 Dec. 1997
Austria (EU), signed 22 Sept.
1998
Belgium (EU), signed 22 Sept.
1998
Bulgaria, signed 24 Sept. 1998
Canada, signed 24 Sept. 1998
China, signed 31 Dec. 1998
Croatia, signed 22 Sept. 1998
Denmark (EU), signed 22
Sept. 1998
Finland (EV), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Euratom, signed 22 Sept. 1998
France (EU), signed 22 Sept.
1998

Georgia, signed 29 Sept. 1997
Germany (EU), signed 22
Sept. 1998

Ghana, signed 12 June 1998
Greece (EV), signed 22 Sept.
1998

Holy See, signed and ratified
24 Sept. 1998

Hungary, signed 26 Nov. 1998
Ireland (EU), signed 22 Sept.
1998

Italy (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998
Japan, signed 4 Dec. 1998
Jordan, signed and ratified,

28 July 1998

Lithuania, signed 11 March
1998

Luxembourg (EU), signed 22
Sept. 1998

Netherlands (EU), signed 22
Sept. 1998

New Zealand, signed and rati-
fied 24 Sept. 1998
Philippines, signed 30 Sept.
1997

Poland, signed 30 Sept. 1997
Portugal (EV), signed 22 Sept.
1998

Slovenia, signed 26 Nov.

1998

Spain (EU), signed 22 Sept.
1998

Sweden (EU), signed 22 Sept.
1998

United Kingdom (EU) signed
22 Sept. 1998

United States, signed 12 June
1998

Uruguay, signed 29 Sept. 1997
Uzbekistan, signed 22 Sept.
1998; ratified 21 Dec. 1998



MORE STATES JOIN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS IN NUCLEAR FIELDS

Entering 1999, more States
have taken steps to join
international conventions in
nuclear safety and related fields
that have been adopted under
IAEA auspices.

Convention on Nuclear
Safety. In 1998, seven more
countries agreed to be bound
by the Convention. As of
March 1999, the Convention
had sixty-five Signatories and
forty-nine Parties. Parties to
this Convention are meeting at
IAEA headquarters 12-23 April
1999 at the First Review
Meeting on the Convention’s
implementation. The meeting
includes the presentation and
discussion of national reports
from Contracting Parties on
the implmentation of the
Convention in their respective
countries.

m Joint Convention on the
Safety of Spent Fuel
Management and on the Safety
of Radioactive Waste
Management. On 27 January
1999, Russia signed the
Convention, and on 25
February 1999 Slovenia ratified

it. As of March 1999, thirty-
nine States had signed the
Convention and six States had
become Parties.

m Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material.
In 1998, Uzbekistan and
Moldova deposited instruments
of accession (9 February 1998
and 7 May 1998, respectively)
and Bosnia and Herzegovina an
instrument of succession (30
June 1998). As of March 1999,
the total number of Parties
stands at sixty-three States.

m Vienna Convention on Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage.
In 1998, Belarus deposited an
instrument of ratification (9
February 1998), Moldova an
instrument of accession (7 May
1998), and Bosnia and
Herzegovina an instrument of
succession (30 June 1998). As of
March 1999, thirty-one States
had become Parties.

® Protocol to Amend the
Vienna Convention on Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage.
Romania ratified the Protocol
29 December 1998. As of

March 1999, fourteen States
have signed it — Argentina,
Belarus, Czech Republic,
Hungary, Indonesia, Italy,
Lebanon, Lithuania, Morocco,
Peru, the Philippines, Poland,
Romania, and Ukraine.

m Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation for
Nuclear Damage. On 2 March
1999, Romania became the first
State to ratify this Convention.
As of March 1999, thirteen
States have signed it: Argentina,
Australia, Czech Republic,
Indonesia, Italy, Lebanon,
Lithuania, Morocco, Peru, the
Philippines, Romania, Ukraine,
and the United States.

m  Convention on Assistance
in the Case of a Nuclear
Accident or Radiological
Emergency. Belgium ratified
the convention early this year (4
January 1999). As of March
1999, the number of Parties is
seventy-eight States.

m Convention on Early
Notification of a Nuclear
Accident. Belgium ratified the
Convention early this year

(4 January 1999). As of
March 1999, the number of
Parties is eighty-three States.

For updated status reports and
texts of Conventions, visit the
IAEA’s WorldAtom Web site at
http://www.iaea.org. On the
front page, click on
“Laws/Conventions”in the
Quick Index for easy access to
the pages.

Photo: Hungary signs Additional Protocol.
IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei
greets Prof. Gy6rgy Vajda, Head of the
Hungarian Atomic Energy Authority at the

Protocol signing ceremony. (Credit:
Pavlicek/IAEA)

TVNOIIVNY3INI

Sd31ddSM3N

IAEA BULLETIN, 41/1/1999



NEWSBRIEFS

INTERNATIONAL

TAEA BULLETIN, 40/4/1998

STATEMENTS OF IAEA DIRECTOR GENERAL

IAEA Director General
Mohamed ElBaradei addressed
officials in Jordan, India,
Argentina, Brazil, and Chile in
recent months on the work
and challenges before the
Agency. The full texts of the
statements are accessible over
the Agency’s WorldAtom
Internet services at
htep://www.iaea.org.

Recent statements include:
m  The Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy, statement at
the Diplomatic Institute in
Amman, Jordan, 5 March
1999.

THE IAEA & Y2K ISSUES:

®m Nuclear Energy in the
Service of Development and
Peace: The Role of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, statement at the India
Habitat Centre in New Delhi,
19 February 1999.

®m The Role of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency in Technology
Transfer for the Peaceful Use
of Nuclear Energy and the
Strengthening of the
Safeguards System. The
Director General delivered
separate speeches on this subject
in December 1998 in Brasilia,

CLEARINGHOUSE & CONTACT POINT

At the request of Member
States, the IAEA is serving as a
clearinghouse and contact
point on the year 2000
computer issues — widely
known as the Y2K problem —
as they concern peaceful
nuclear and related
technologies and services. The
activities were requested in
September 1998 by the IAEA
General Conference.

As part of its work, the
Agency has put into place an
action plan that covers relevant
activities related to nuclear
safety, medical applications,
safeguards, and the IAEA’s
databases and information
systems.

Regarding nuclear safety
activities, the IAEA is
surveying its Member States
about Y2K actions they have
taken and planned.
Information gathered from the
questionnaire will be
disseminated among Member
States.

Drawing upon experience in
Member States, a draft report
is being finalized that reviews
methods and approaches for
discovering, understanding,
and correcting Y2K problems
at nuclear installations; the
draft is accessible on the IAEA’s
NuSafe pages of the
WorldAtom Web site at
www.iaea.org/ns/nusafe. Also
planned over the coming
months are additional
meetings and workshops on
specific Y2K issues and
solutions.

Y2K Seminars. In the area
of safeguards, the Agency
convened an international
seminar in Vienna 1-5
February 1999 on Y2K issues
as they affect nuclear
safeguards and physical
protection of nuclear materials.

The successful
implementation of safeguards
and physical protection
measures depends upon
computer-based systems, and

Buenos Aires, and Santiago. In
Brazil, he addressed the
Diplomatic Academy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; in
Argentina, the Council for
International Relations; and in
Chile, a national seminar on
“Nuclear Development and Its
Implications for Chilean
International Policy”.

Topics featured in the
speeches included nuclear
verification and future
prospects; nuclear energy and
sustainable development;
nuclear safety; and technology
transfer.

the Agency is well advanced in
developing solutions for its
extensive inventory of systems.

The seminar served to share
the experience in Member
States and the Agency, since
associated problems need to be
addressed on a cooperative
basis. Seminar topics include
instrumentation issues,
applications software, data
reporting systems, and issues of
special importance to physical
protection.

Detailed information,
updates, and progress reports
about the IJAEA’s work related
to Y2K problems are available
over the Internet. Visit the
TAEA’s WorldAtom Web Site at
hetp://www.iaea.org. A special
series of pages is devoted to the
Y2K problem, including links
to JAEA documents and
reports, relevant Web sites of
national authorities and other
organizations in [JAEA Member
States; and to information
resources on the Y2K issue.



= New IAEA Appointments.
Recent appointments at the
IAEA include: Mpr. Pierre
Goldschmidy, from Belgium, as
Deputy Director General and
Head of the Department of
Safeguards; Mr. Arnold Bonne,
from Belgium, as Director of
the Division of Nuclear Fuel
Cycle and Waste Technology,
Department of Nuclear
Energy; Mr. Olli Heinonen,
from Finland, as Director,
Division of Operations A,
Department of Safeguards; Mr.
Shuja Nawaz, from Pakistan,
as Director, Division of
Conference and Document
Services, Department of
Administration; and Mr.
Adnan Shihab-Eldin, from
Kuwait, as Director, Division
for Africa, East Asia, and the
Pacific, Department of
Technical Cooperation.

= Public Information
Seminars. In early March 1999,
the IAFA organized a public
information seminar in Cairo,
Egypt, in cooperation with the
League of Arab States. Other
similar seminars recently have
been organized in Thailand and
Chile. In Bangkok 25-26
November 1998, the seminar
was organized in cooperation
with the Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand and the
Office of Atomic Energy for
Peace. In Santago 9-10
December 1998, the seminar
was jointly sponsored by the
Chilean Foreign Ministry and
the Nuclear Energy
Commission.

= Presentation at Seibersdorf
Laboratories. In December
1998, the IAEA received a
Ukrainian teapot in recognition
of its Chernobyl-related work in
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Photo: Dr.Ahmed Esmat Abdel-Meguid,
Secretary General of the League of Arab
States (right) and IAEA Director General
Mohamed ElBaradei at the seminar in Cairo.

Ukraine. The gift was officially
presented to mark the opening
of the Ovruch Milk Factory in
Ukraine within the framework
of an TAFA technical
cooperation project. Presenting
the gift at the IAEA’s Seibersdorf
Laboratories, where scientists are
actively involved in the project,
was Mr. Jihui Qian, Deputy
Director General for Technical
Cooperation. Radionuclides
released from the
Chernobyl accident in
1986 found their way into
the food chain, especially
dairy products, as more
than 120 enterprises in
Ukraine’s food and
processing industry are
located in contaminated
areas. The TAEA project is
assisting authorities to
monitor radiation levels
and advising them on ways
to reduce the internal dose
to the population. The
project’s main counterpart
is a milk canning factory at
Ovruch, located 80
kilometers west of
Chernobyl. By assisting
authorities, the Agency is
helping to ensure that
people living in Ukraine’s
radioactively
contaminated regions can
receive uncontaminated
milk and other dairy
products.
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