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COMMUNICATION OF 23 AUGUST 1995 RECEIVED FROM THE
PERMANENT MISSION OF AUSTRALIA
TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

1. On 25 August 1995, the Director General received a communication dated 23 August 1995
from the Permanent Mission of Australia transmitting a Statement of 22 August 1995 by the Prime
Minister of Australia made as Chairman of the South Pacific Forum concerning the second test of
anuclear weapon by China since the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference.

2. Asrequested by the Permanent Mission of Australia, the text of the Statement is being
circulated for the information of Member States of the Agency.
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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM, THE PRIME
MINISTER, THE HON P J KEATING MP

ASCURRENT CHAIR OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM, ON BEHALF OF MY FORUM
COLLEAGUESI| CONDEMN THE LATEST TEST OF A NUCLEAR WEAPON BY CHINA.

CHINA HASONCE AGAIN SHOWN DISREGARD FOR INTERNATIONAL OPPOSITIONTO
NUCLEAR TESTING BY CARRYING OUT ITSSECOND TEST SINCE THE INDEFINITE
EXTENSION OF THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONSIN
MAY 1995.

CHINA AND OTHER NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATESMUST COME TO TERMSWITH THE
IMMINENT BAN ON NUCLEAR TESTING FOR ALL TIME. THEY MUST CONSIDER
CAREFULLY THE IMPACT OF THE CHANGED GLOBAL SECURITY SITUATION ON THE
ROLE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

FORUM LEADERSWELCOME THE CONTINUATION BY THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, RUSSIA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF THEIR MORATORIUMS ON
NUCLEAR TESTING, ASWELL ASTHE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENTSBY THE USA AND
FRANCE OF THEIR COMMITMENT TO A TRULY COMPREHSENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY
(CTBT). THESE ARE A SIGNIFICANT BOOST TO CURRENT NEGOTIATIONSFOR A CTBT.
FORUM LEADERSREITERATE THEIR STRONG SUPPORT FOR FINALISATION AND
SIGNATURE OF THE TREATY IN 1996.

WE LOOK TO CHINA AND FANCE TO DESIST FROM FURTHER TESTING ASTHE CTBT
NEGOTIATIONSENTER THISFINAL, CRITICAL STAGE. THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT
HAVE NOTED CHINA’'SCOMMITMENT TO SIGN SUCH A TREATY. FRANCE HASGIVEN A
SIMILAR COMMITMENT. THE CURRENT NUCLEAR TESTING PROGRAMS OF THESE
TWO COUNTRIESARE INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR COMMITMENT TO EXERCISE
‘UTMOST RESTRAINT’ ON NUCLEAR TESTING PENDING THE CONCLUSION OF A CTBT,
AND WILL SOUR THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS.

FORUM COUNTRIES, ALONG WITH OTHERS, ARE CONSIDERING A SUITABLE
RESOLUTION TO BE PUT BEFORE THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO
PRESSURE CHINA AND FRANCE TO RECONSIDER THEIR TESTING PROGRAMS.
ADDITIONALLY, FORUM MEMBERSWILL BE CONSIDERING ACTION INOTHER
INTERNATIONAL FORUMSTO MAKE OUR OPPOSITION KNOWN AND TO PRESSTHE
CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO STOP TESTING.

NUCLEAR WEAPONSHAVE CAST A GREAT SHADOW OVER HUMANITY IN THISPAST
HALF CENTURY. SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM HEADS OF GOVERNMENT CALL ON CHINA
TO CONTRIBUTE TO WORLD PEACE BY ELIMINATING THE TESTING OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS, THEREBY TAKING ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT STEP ON THE JOURNEY TO THE
EVENTUAL ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

CANBERRA
22 AUGUST 1995



