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NOTE BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to transmit to the nenbers of the
Security Council the attached letter dated 14 January 1998, which he has
received fromthe Director General of the International Atom c Energy Agency.
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Annex

Letter dated 14 January 1998 fromthe Director General of
the International Atom c Energy Agency addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

Further to nmy letter dated 3 Decenber 1997, | attach a report on the
International Atom c Energy Agency technical teamvisit to lIrag, which took
pl ace from 19 to 21 Decenber 1997

| should be grateful if you would bring the report to the attention of the
Security Counci l

(Signed) Mohanmed ELBARADE
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Appendi x

Report on the International Atom c Energy Agency technica
teamvisit to lraq, 19 to 21 Decenber 1997

A I nt roducti on

1. Further to the letter dated 3 Decenber 1997 fromthe Director General of
the International Atom c Energy Agency (| AEA) addressed to the Secretary-GCenera
(S/1997/950), an | AEA team conposed of six technical specialists, headed by the
| eader of the Action Team visited Iraq from 19 to 21 Decenber 1997. Five

di scussion sessions were held during the visit. 1In the first four sessions the
Iragi counterpart was led by Dr. Jaffar Dhia Jaffar, a Presidential adviser and
former head of lraq s clandestine nuclear programe (PC-3). At the concl uding
session the Iragi counterpart was joined by Deputy Prime Mnister Tariq Aziz and
by the Mnister of Culture and Information, the Under-Secretary, Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs, the Chairman of Iraq's Atom c Energy Conmi ssion (lIAEC) and
other senior lraqgi officials.

2. The main purpose of the visit was to clarify the five matters identified in
paragraph 75 of docunent S/1997/779, with a view to providing further assurance
that the technically coherent picture of Iraq' s clandestine nuclear programe is
conpr ehensi ve and that the ongoing nonitoring and verification activities of

| AEA are tailored appropriately. The results of the discussions with the Iraqi
counterpart on those nmatters are summarized in section B of the present report.

3. The team took the opportunity to clarify further the nucl ear weapon design
options that were being pursued by Iraq until the mddle of January 1991

Di scussions were also held regardi ng a docunent that had been provided by the
Iragi counterpart describing the Iragi nuclear team whose role was to interact
with | AEA inspection teans. The results of those discussions are summarized in
section C

4. The team al so raised with the Iragi counterpart several ongoing nonitoring
and verification matters, as well as the use of fixed-wing aircraft within Iragq.
The rel ated di scussions are summari zed in section D

B. The five matters identified in paragraph 75 of
docunent S/ 1997/779

1. lragq's post-war procurenent procedures

5. This matter had been di scussed on a nunber of occasions during 1997 in
order to gain an understanding of the procedures used by Iraq for the
procurenent of equipnment and materials. Such an understanding would contribute
to the ability of 1AEA to identify actions that mght indicate lIraq' s

cl andesti ne procurenment of proscribed or dual -use equi pment and materials. The
Iragi counterpart had provided, by letter of 13 Cctober 1997, docunentation
descri bing the dissolution on 21 August 1995 of 9 of the 11 Iraqi conpanies

i nvol ved in post-war procurenent activities for the Mlitary Industrialization
Corporation (MC). The sane letter had al so encl osed docunentation regardi ng

l...
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the M C procurement procedures that govern the activities of the two remaining
conpanies. By letter of 17 Decenber 1997, the Iraqgi counterpart responded to
guestions that had been posed by | AEA regarding particul ar transacti ons.

2. Summary of technical achievenents of Iraq's cl andestine
nucl ear programre

6. The utility to | AEA of a summary of technical achievenents of Iraq' s
cl andesti ne nucl ear programre was reviewed with the Iraqi counterpart in the
context of optimzation of the ongoing nonitoring and verification activities of

| AEA. In the course of the discussion, it was agreed that | AEA woul d provide a
specification of the required scope and content of the proposed summary, on the
basis of which the Iragi counterpart undertook to prepare a working draft. |AEA

provi ded the specification during the third discussion session
7. It was further agreed that representatives of |AEA and the Irag

counterpart would neet to review the draft and produce a final docurent.

3. Ofers of external assistance to lrag's clandestine
nucl ear programre

8. The matter of solicited or unsolicited offers of external assistance to
Iraq's clandestine nuclear programme and the related role of Iraq's Cenera
Intelligence Service (Mukhabarat) had been raised by | AEA during its technica
teamvisits in May and July 1997. During those visits, |AEA had encouraged the
Iragi counterpart to recount all such offers. The instances recounted by the
Iragi counterpart were few and did not include a case which, in the judgenment of
| AEA, shoul d have been nmentioned. 1In order to proceed further, |1AEA in

Cct ober 1997, gave the counterpart correspondence of lraqi origin related to the
case in question.

9. The Decenber discussions focused on that specific case which had invol ved
an unsolicited offer of assistance, in Cctober 1990, nade by a foreign national
The foreign national had claimed to be able to supply nucl ear weapon desi gn
drawi ngs, to facilitate the procurenent of the equipnent required and to provide
t echnol ogi cal assistance. The lraqi counterpart explained that the offer had
been made, in person, by the foreign national (whose identity was supplied to

| AEA by the Iragi counterpart) in Baghdad to the Director General of the
Techni cal Consultation Corporation (TCC) - a procurenment agency of the
Mukhabar at .

10. Al of the Iraqgi principals involved, both TCC and forner PC- 3 personnel,
were interviewed by the | AEA technical team No indications were obtained to
contradict the statement by the counterpart that lIraq had taken no action to
pursue this offer. The Iraqi counterpart nmaintained that it had not followed up
on any offers of assistance to the clandestine nucl ear progranmre. Furthernore,
the Iragi counterpart restated its opinion that the risk of exposure through a
"sting operation" far outweighed any benefit that might result from such offers.
Nonet hel ess, the Iraqi counterpart's earlier clained inability to recall this
particular offer or, indeed, to recall its interaction with the Mikhabarat, and
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its willingness to respond only to specific cases supported by docunentati on,
appear to be inconsistent with a policy of transparency.

4, Actions attributed to the late Lieutenant-CGeneral Hussein Kanel

11. During the discussion of this matter, |AEA explained that there was no
verifiable evidence available to distinguish between the actions attributed by
Irag to the late Lt.-Gen. Hussein Kanel, a senior Iraqi Government official, and
those of the Governnent itself. 1In that context, lraq' s statenents that its

cl andesti ne nucl ear programe had effectively ceased in January 1991 and had
been abandoned in April 1991 are inconsistent with actions taken to conceal and
retain progranme-rel ated docunentation, materials and equi prent, until at | east
August 1995.

12. Deputy Prine Mnister Tariq Aziz restated Iraq's position that the late
Lt.-Gen. Hussein Kanmel had acted independently, without government know edge or
authority and contrary to government policy. He reaffirnmed that the Iraq

Gover nnment had no know edge of the notivation behind the actions but accepted
that the notivation could have been linked to Hussein Kanel's anbition to
reconstitute a nucl ear weapons progranme.

5. The governnental conmttee

13. The existence of a so-called governnmental conmttee was declared by the
Iragi counterpart in a presentation it had made in May 1997. The presentation
was one of a series that had been requested by IAEA in an attenpt to acquire

i nformati on supporting Iraq's declaration that its clandestine nucl ear programre
had effectively term nated in January 1991 and had been abandoned at the tinme of
Iraq's acceptance of Security Council resolution 687 (1991) in April 1991. |AEA
had i nmedi ately asked for clarification of the function and duration of
authority of the so-called governnental committee since the function and
duration of authority of such a comittee woul d doubt| ess have a bearing on
Iragq's decl ared abandonnment of its clandestine nuclear programme. The lraq
counterpart had initially declined to respond and | ater stated that no such
conmi ttee had existed and that the reference to such a conmttee in the
presentati on had been incorrect.

14. In the discussion, |AEA explained that since the existence of the
governnmental commttee had been originally volunteered by the Iraqi counterpart,
the manner in which its existence was subsequently retracted was a matter of
concern

15. Responding to this concern, Deputy Prine Mnister Tariq Aziz reiterated
Irag's position that no such committee had existed. He explained that when the
responsibility for dealing with the United Nations on matters related to
resolution 687 (1991) had been assigned to him he had sought, as necessary, the
advi ce of his government colleagues and of appropriate technical personnel. In
the case of the nucl ear programme, the technical advisers would have incl uded,
as appropriate, the deputy mnisters of the Mlitary Industrialization
Corporation, the Chairman of | AEC, the head of PC-3 and their senior technica
staff.
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C. Additional matters related to Iraq's cl andestine
nucl ear programre

1. The lragi nuclear team

16. Earlier in 1997, the Iraqgi counterpart had given | AEA a docunent, dated

16 August 1991, which formalized the conposition and ternms of reference of the
Iragi nuclear team This team had been brought together, around May 1991, to
interact, as a declared entity, with | AEA inspection teans. The Iraq
counterpart was requested to provide | AEA with access to the reports prepared by
the Iragi nuclear teamunder its docunented terns of reference. The Iraq
counterpart undertook to |ocate the reports and to make them avail able to | AEA.

2. Nucl ear weapon design options in January 1991

17. As nentioned in paragraph 29 of docunent S/1997/779, the Iraqi counterpart
had gi ven | AEA documents indicating the status of Iraq's ability to produce
expl osive | enses at the beginning of 1991, the nost significant of which were

the m nutes of a neeting of 12 January 1991. In discussing the documents, |AEA
observed that the mnutes in question indicated that a significant decision had
been taken regardi ng the dinmensions of the explosive | ens of choice. |AEA

suggested that this decision strongly indicated that simlar decisions had been
taken regardi ng the design of the weapon internals.

18. The lraqgi counterpart agreed that the size of the explosive | enses had been
fixed at the neeting of 12 January 1991. It asserted, however, that the
deci si on had been reached enpirically and had been nost strongly influenced by
the restriction on the external dianeter of the nuclear weapon inposed by the
nost appropriate mssile delivery vehicle available at that time. The Iragq
counterpart insisted that no decision had been nade with respect to the design
of the weapon internals and, as supported by other information it had earlier
provided to | AEA, that no practical experinments had been nade to support any
particul ar design concept.

19. The lragi counterpart continues to maintain that, despite the increased
urgency i nposed by the so-called "crash progranme", it had not yet identified
desi gn options beyond those prelimnary concepts described in the |ast version
of the PC-3 G oup Four report entitled "Basic design report of the inplosion
device", dated 14 July 1990. It further nmaintains that no experinental
programe had been established through which to validate possible options
identified by conputation.

3. The "full, final and conplete decl aration"

20. The Iraqgi counterpart agreed to produce a consolidated edition of its
"full, final and conpl ete declaration" (FFCD) incorporating the agreed revisions
and additions to the text of the Septenber 1996 version (FFCD-F), as discussed
with I AEA in February, May and July 1997.
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D. Qher nmatters
1. Use of fixed-wing aircraft within Iraqg
21. | AEA explained that the need to use fixed-wing aircraft within lrag was

twofold. First, there was a purely logistical need in order to transport
personnel and road vehicles to |ocations renote from Baghdad to provide

i ndependent ground transportation for nonitoring teams and thus optimze their
freedom of surface novement. Secondly, there was a need to use fixed-w ng
aircraft in conjunction with ongoing nonitoring and verification technica
activities, in particular to inprove the efficiency of aerial radiation surveys.
| AEA expl ai ned that although the use of relatively slow noving helicopter

pl atforns provided the best sensitivity, the use of higher-speed fixed-w ng
aircraft would greatly increase the coverage

22. It was agreed that | AEA woul d specify a canpaign of aerial radiation survey
using a fixed-wing platformand that the Iraqi counterpart woul d seek the
necessary cl earances fromthe appropriate governnent authorities.

23. Subsequently, Deputy Prime Mnister Tariq Aziz stated that there woul d be
no objection to | AEA's use of fixed-wing aircraft for technical nonitoring
activities, such as radiation surveys. He neverthel ess asked | AEA to consi der

using lraqgi aircraft where feasible. |AEA stated that it would expect to use
non-lraqi aircraft in the first instance but was prepared to consider the
feasibility of using Iragi aircraft for |later canpaigns. |AEA also stated that

it would pursue, in conjunction with the Special Comm ssion, the use of fixed-
wing aircraft for |ogistical purposes.

2. Ongoing nmonitoring and verification

24. A nunber of ongoing nmonitoring and verification matters were discussed with
the Iragi counterpart. These matters included helicopter safety (in particular
t he behaviour of Iraqi "helicopter-m nders"), the access authority of Nationa
Monitoring Directorate personnel, the legislation required under the ongoing
nmoni toring and verification plan and the correctness of the nuclear nmateria
accountancy data included in declarations submtted by Irag in accordance with
the plan. No points of contention arose during these discussions and nmatters
arising will be followed up in the course of the ongoing nonitoring and
verification activities of |AEA

E. Sunmmar y

25. The information provided by Iraq in respect of its post-war procurenent
procedures will contribute to the ability of 1AEA to identify actions that m ght
indicate lraq' s clandestine procurement of proscribed or dual -use equi pnent and
materials. Future information requirenents in this regard will be pursued in

t he course of ongoing nonitoring and verification activities.

26. The specification of the scope and content for the summary of the technica
achi evenents of Iraq s clandestine nucl ear progranme that |AEA provided to the
Iragi counterpart should facilitate the production by Irag of a docunent that
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wi Il provide further assurance that the technically coherent picture of Iraq' s
cl andesti ne nucl ear programme is conprehensive. It will also assist 1AEA in
optimzing its ongoing nonitoring and verification activities.

27. The specific instance of external assistance offered to Iraq' s clandestine
nucl ear progranme, reported in section B.3 above, has been extensively discussed
with the Iraqgi counterpart. It has not been possible to confirmindependently
the veracity of lIraq's statenent that it took no action to follow up on that
offer or, indeed, on any simlar offer. At this point in time, |AEA holds no

i nformation on which to base further investigation of this matter with the Iragq
counterpart. |Iraqg's direct acquisition of weapon-usable nuclear material or

nucl ear weapon-rel ated technol ogy will, however, continue to be a matter of
maj or concern to | AEA, and high priority will continue to be given to the

i nvestigation of any indication of such acquisition.

28. Although the related matters of the existence of the so-called governnental
conmittee and the motives behind the actions attributed to the late

Lt.-Gen. Hussein Kanel have been investigated by | AEA to the extent feasible, it
has not been possible to confirmindependently the veracity of Iraq's statenents
in those respects. There is, at this point in tine, no infornation available to
| AEA on which to base further investigation.

29. Although it is difficult to understand the apparent |ack of focus at such a
critical stage in Irag's weaponization devel opnent, | AEA has no information that
contradicts lraq's statement that it had never identified nuclear weapon design
options beyond those prelimnary concepts described in its report entitled
"Basi c design report of the inplosion device" dated 14 July 1990. Nonet hel ess,
the | AEA ongoing nmonitoring and verification plan is predicated on the
assunption that Iraq retains the technical capability to exploit, for nuclear
weapons purposes, any relevant material to which it mght gain access.

30. Iraqg's cooperation with respect to the use of fixed-wing aircraft in
conjunction with technical activities will contribute to the efficiency and
ef fecti veness of the | AEA ongoing nonitoring and verification plan. 1In this
regard, |AEA intends to inplement, in the near future, an aerial radiation
survey canpaign in lraq, using a fixed-wing platform For future canpaigns,
| AEA wi |l exam ne the feasibility of using Iraqi aircraft. |AEA will pursue,
t hrough the Special Commission, its requirenents to use fixed-wing aircraft
within Irag for |ogistical purposes.

31. As recorded in docunment S/1997/779, |AEA is currently focusing nost of its
resources on the inplenmentation and strengthening of its ongoing nonitoring and
verification plan. However, | AEA will continue to exercise its right to

i nvestigate any aspect of lraq' s clandestine nuclear programe, in particular
through the foll owup of any new information that comes to its know edge and is
assessed by it to warrant further investigation, and to destroy, renove or
render harml ess any proscribed itens that may be di scovered through such

i nvestigations.



