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INTERNATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WATEC)
WATEC 2007 annual meeting 
17 April 2007

QUESTIONNAIRE  TO  WATEC  MEMBERS

Actions:

· WATEC Members to respond by 11 May at the latest.
· WATEC Session Rapporteurs assisted by Session Sc. Secretaries (WTS Unit Leaders) to receive and collate responses and prepare ppt presentations synthesizing WATEC Members’ responses by 21 May at the latest;
· WATEC Scientific Secretary to have the presentations posted on WATEC web site by 22 May.
Questions:

1) What are the main on-going projects or activities in your country in any of the following areas:

· RW pre-disposal:

· Interim Storage Facility for Spent Nuclear Fuel for the interim dry storage of RBMK spent fuel assemblies from Units 1 and 2 (in addition to the existing storage). The new Interim Spent Fuel Storage Facility will allow to complete the defuelling of INPP Units 1 and 2 by the end of 2015 and to further ensure 50 years safe interim storage of the spent fuel assemblies (waiting for a deep geological repository or an adequate reprocessing route to become available).;
· Solid Waste Management and Storage Facilities (SWMSF) for the management of short- and long-lived low and intermediate level radioactive waste (30,000 m3  of stored operational waste to be retrieved and 100,000 m3 of decommissioning waste expected to be produced). For stored operational solid waste, the SWMSF will allow to retrieve the waste and to empty the vaults, and sorting according the new radioactive waste classification enforced in Lithuania. For the above sorted waste, for the operational solid waste that will be produced by post-operation of INPP site and for part of the solid waste that will be produced by the decommissioning of INPP, the SWMSF will allow volume reduction and adequate conditioning and interim storage waiting for the Near Surface and Geological Repositories to become available. Once the NSR becomes available, the SWMSF interim storage will act mainly as a buffer storage for the waste managed by this facility that will be awaiting transport to the NSR for disposal.
· RW disposal:

· Landfill Facility for Short-Lived Very Low Level Waste. A Landfill Facility is foreseen at INPP to dispose large quantities of short-lived very low level waste. This includes those already interim stored and to be retrieved by SWMSF, those that will be produced during INPP post-operation and the ones that will be produced along implementation of the dismantling activities;
· Near Surface Repository for low- and intermediate- level short lived radioactive waste that was produced in the course of Ignalina NPP operation and will be produced during its decommissioning.
· Decommissioning

After final shutdown of Unit 1 and Unit 2 some systems and equipment are no longer needed for safety or operational purposes and become redundant. The dismantling of these systems and equipment could start provided that appropriate radioactive waste management facilities are made available and that a specific D&D authorisation is obtained from the relevant Lithuanian authorities. D&D Projects will encompass the preparation of the engineering and licensing documentation for the Dismantling and Decontamination (D&D) of the systems and equipment of Unit 1 and Unit 2.
The documents to be prepared under these Projects will have a twofold objective:
· To constitute the set of documents necessary to apply for the authorisation for implementing the related decommissioning activities;
· To allow further implementation and follow-up of the related dismantling, decontamination and waste management activities.

These Projects are:
· The engineering of the D&D activities in Unit 1, i.e. in the buildings 117/1, G1 and V1 respectively;
· The engineering of the D&D activities in Unit 2, i.e. in the buildings 117/2, G2 and V2 respectively;
· The engineering of the INPP Units reactors dismantling;
· The engineering of the D&D activities in the INPP Boiler House (building 119).
· Environmental Remediation and NORM management:
· Management of Disused Radioactive Sources:
· Other
2) What are the main issues or challenges that your country / organization is facing in each of the following area:

· RW pre-disposal:

· Considering that the  dismantling of RBMK reactor will be a first activity of its kind and reactor houses highly contaminated and activated components (especially graphite) the main issue is the management of graphite radwaste;
· At INPP, the liquid waste evaporation concentrates are immobilised by mixing them with bitumen and they are stored in on-site concrete vaults. These vaults were designed as an interim storage and, in their present form, they are not suitable as a final repository. If proven feasible, the building will be converted into a final repository. If not, the bitumen-concentrate mixture should be retrieved, treated and conditioned for disposal in the NSR. The main issues are performing radiological characterisation of the bitumen-concentrate mixture and packaging for disposal.
· RW disposal:
· Decommissioning
Because of the reactor houses highly contaminated and activated components: fuel channels, graphite columns, CPS channels, biological shield, thermal shield, support metal structures, reactor internals, and elements of different technological systems, the main issue are reactor dismantling and the dismantling techniques.
· Environmental Remediation and NORM management
· Management of Disused Radioactive Sources:

· Other

3) What is your assessment of IAEA’s activities and what are your  main expectations regarding the way that the Agency can better cooperate with or possibly assist your country / organization?

The best way is training which includes knowledge transfer and lessons learn.
4) Only for WATEC Member Organizations potential recipients of the IAEA Technical Cooperation Programme, i.e. Argentina, Chile, China (P.R. of), Korea (Rep. of), Lithuania, Morocco, Philippines, Russian Federation, Slovakia, South Africa and Syria
What are your main expectations regarding IAEA’s assistance provided through the Agency’s TC programme in the RWM, Decommissioning or Environmental Remediation areas?

The IAEA’s assistance provided through the Agency’s TC programme should be knowledge transfer, lessons learn and training in the areas related to the decommissioning and management of graphite radwaste.
In the RWM, Decommissioning or Environmental Remediation areas, TC assistance is normally provided by the Agency through expert missions, fellowships, scientific visits, training and equipment procurement. Do you see any other means for providing technical assistance to your country/organization?

No, I don’t.
5) Is there any topic which is not mentioned on the meeting agenda and which should be discussed at the WATEC meeting?

No.
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