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INTERNATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WATEC)
WATEC 2007 annual meeting 
17 April 2007
QUESTIONNAIRE  TO  WATEC  MEMBERS

Actions:

· WATEC Members to respond by 11 May at the latest.
· WATEC Session Rapporteurs assisted by Session Sc. Secretaries (WTS Unit Leaders) to receive and collate responses and prepare ppt presentations synthesizing WATEC Members’ responses by 21 May at the latest;
· WATEC Scientific Secretary to have the presentations posted on WATEC web site by 22 May.
MEMBER: Alberto Manzini – Comisión Nacional de Energía Atómica – Argentina
Questions:
1) What are the main on-going projects or activities in your country in any of the following areas:

· RW pre-disposal:
· Studies on RW biological treatment and conditioning (cementation, bituminization)

· Characterization of  RW from NPPs’ (ATUCHA I, EMBALSE)

· Conceptual design of pilot plant for treatment and conditioning of solid and liquid  LILW (institutional RW; solid: compactation, liquid: cementation)
· RW disposal:

· Sitting studies for LILW repositories

· Conceptual design of a LILW near surface -  concrete type repository 
· Conceptual and numerical modelling for RW repository (ILW and HLW)

· Hydro-geological and fracturing characterization  of granites
· Decommissioning

· Planning for decommissioning of Atucha I NPP
· Planning for decommissioning of research reactors and waste generation (RA-1 research reactor)

· Starting the planning for decommissioning of Embalse NPP

· Environmental Remediation and NORM management:

· Environmental remediation activities in the following closed uranium mines and sites: Malargüe, Los Gigantes , Córdoba  and Tonco 
· Study of passive remediation and re-start of San Rafael site
· Institutional environmental auditing of sites related to uranium mining

· Management of Disused Radioactive Sources:

· Collection of DSRS and transitory storage at the Ezeiza Radioactive Waste Management Area
· Other
· Studies on safety reassessment of the Ezeiza Radioactive Waste Management Area

2) What are the main issues or challenges that your country / organization is facing in each of the following area:

· RW pre-disposal:

· Minimization of the RW generation in the NPPs’
· Developing of treatment processes for RW volume minimization  
· RW disposal:

· Public acceptance of RW repositories
· Decommissioning

· Developing of the preliminary decommissioning plans and estimation of the decommissioning radioactive waste for all relevant nuclear facilities
· Environmental Remediation and NORM management:

· Implementing of a environmental management system for all the activities
· Management of Disused Radioactive Sources:

· Developing of  the technology for conditioning and interim storage of DSRS
· Other

· Achieving consensus with the stakeholders on the measures to be implemented at the Ezeiza Radioactive Waste Management Area as consequence of its safety reassessment due to changes experienced in last years (demographic growth and groundwater level modification)
3) What is your assessment of IAEA’s activities and what are your main expectations regarding the way that the Agency can better cooperate with or possibly assist your country / organization?

· The IAEA‘s activities are considered a very important source of knowledge and  experience for the development of national projects related to nuclear subjects such as Radioactive Waste
· The IAEA’s technical cooperation programmes are an adequate way  to obtain assistance and technical support 
4) Only for WATEC Member Organizations potential recipients of the IAEA Technical Cooperation Programme, i.e. Argentina, Chile, China (P.R. of), Korea (Rep. of), Lithuania, Morocco, Philippines, Russian Federation, Slovakia, South Africa and Syria
What are your main expectations regarding IAEA’s assistance provided through the Agency’s TC programme in the RWM, Decommissioning or Environmental Remediation areas?

· That the attainment of knowledge and technical assistance provided through IAEA make possible the right starting and operation of the facility for spent reactor research fuel elements storage, and for carrying out sitting studies for HLW repositories

In the RWM, Decommissioning or Environmental Remediation areas, TC assistance is normally provided by the Agency through expert missions, fellowships, scientific visits, training and equipment procurement. Do you see any other means for providing technical assistance to your country/organization?

· Not for the moment
5) Is there any topic which is not mentioned on the meeting agenda and which should be discussed at the WATEC meeting?

· Public acceptance RW repositories and stakeholders involvement 
· Knowledge management in RW
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