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Fiftieth regular session

Message from the Prime Minister of India on the
occasion of the 50th regular session of the
General Conference

The Director General has received a letter from the Resident Representative of India dated
19 September 2006 conveying a message from the Prime Minister of India. As requested in the letter,
the message is circulated herewith for information.
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India, home to one-sixth of the world population and having
embarked on a rapid economic growth path, has a strong interest in
utilizing the full potential of atomic energy for national development. |
am confident this will be realized, based on our natural endowment of
vast thorium resources and the development of effective technologies
for their utilization.

We have developed advanced technological capability based on
our own self-reliant efforts, while having maintained an unblemished
record of responsible behaviour. | am glad that the emerging
possibility for expanding civil nuclear cooperation between India and
the international community would supplement and complement our
domestic efforts to meet the developmental aspirations of our people
through additional nuclear energy inputs. We look forward to
cooperating with international partners in realising this possibility.

While nuclear power is of crucial importance for sustainable
development, of equal significance are other peaceful applications of
atomic energy. The Agency's Programme of Action for Cancer
Therapy (PACT) is one such important effort which | am happy to learn
is being given special emphasis. India having developed significant
experience in affordable cancer — related programmes has been
supporting this activity actively, and would be pleased to offer a
recently developed Cobalt — 60 teletherapy machine (BHABHATRON)
as a contribution to the Agency's PACT.

It is my hope that the fiftieth session of the General Conference
would be an important milestone in the ongoing and future work of the
Agency. | wish you all productive deliberations and progress in your
important tasks. My greetings and good wishes to all.
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(Manmohan Singh

New Delhi
September 18, 2006






