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The General Conference, 

(a) Recalling resolution GC(46)/RES/12, 

(b) Convinced that the Agency’s safeguards promote greater confidence among States, i.a. by 
providing assurance that States are complying with their obligations under relevant safeguards 
agreements and thus contribute to strengthening their collective security, 

(c) Considering the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean, the South Pacific Nuclear 
Free Zone Treaty, the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty and the Treaty on the 
Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone and the Agency’s essential role in applying 
safeguards in accordance with the relevant articles of these treaties, 

(d) Noting that decisions adopted by the Board of Governors aimed at further strengthening the 
effectiveness and improving the efficiency of Agency safeguards should be supported and 
implemented and that the Agency’s capability to detect undeclared nuclear material and 
activities should be increased, 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
1  Operative paragraph 3 was voted on separately and was approved (76 in favour, 3 against, one abstention). The entire 
resolution was thereupon adopted without a vote. 
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(e) Stressing the importance of the Model Additional Protocol approved on 15 May 1997 by 
the Board of Governors aimed at strengthening the effectiveness and improving the efficiency 
of the safeguards system, 

(f) Welcoming the fact that as of 19 September 2003, 77 States and other Parties to safeguards 
agreements have signed additional protocols, 37 of which have entered into force and 1 is being 
provisionally applied pending entry into force,  

(g) Welcoming in this regard the ratification by the Republic of Cuba of the Tlatelolco Treaty, 
its accession to the NPT, and the signature of its comprehensive safeguards agreement and a 
protocol additional to it on 18 September 2003, as a substantial contribution to the strengthening 
of the IAEA safeguards system and consolidating Latin America and the Caribbean as the first 
densely inhabited nuclear-weapon-free zone in the world, which will be officially acknowledged 
by the XVIII General Conference of OPANAL (Organization for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean), for the first time, during its meeting in Havana, 
5-6 November 2003, 

(h) Welcoming the fact that all nuclear-weapon States have signed protocols additional to their 
voluntary-offer safeguards agreements incorporating those measures provided for in the Model 
Additional Protocol that each nuclear-weapon State has identified as capable of contributing to 
the non-proliferation and efficiency aims of the Protocol, when implemented with regard to that 
State, and as consistent with that State’s obligations under article 1 of the NPT; and noting with 
satisfaction that the Protocol Additional to the voluntary-offer Safeguards Agreement with the 
People’s Republic of China entered into force on 28 March 2002, 

(i) Noting the high priority the Agency attaches, in the context of furthering the development 
of the strengthened safeguards system, to integrating traditional nuclear material verification 
activities with the new strengthening measures, and looking forward to an expeditious 
conclusion of this work, 

(j) Welcoming the fact that, in the Safeguards Statement of the Agency for 2002, based on its 
evaluation of all the information acquired in implementing safeguards agreements and all other 
information available to the Agency, conclusions could be drawn for States with safeguards 
agreements that the nuclear material and other items placed under safeguards remained in 
peaceful nuclear activities or were otherwise adequately accounted for, while noting the cases 
referred to in GC(46)/RES/14 and GC(46)/RES/15,  

(k) Welcoming the fact that in the Safeguards Statement of the Agency for 2002, based on its 
evaluation of all the information obtained through activities pursuant to these States’ 
comprehensive safeguards agreements and additional protocols as well as all other information 
available to the Agency, conclusions could be drawn for thirteen States that have a 
comprehensive safeguards agreement and an additional protocol in force, or being provisionally 
applied, that all nuclear material in these States had been placed under safeguards and remained 
in peaceful nuclear activities or was otherwise adequately accounted for,  

(l) Noting the considerable increase in the Agency’s safeguards responsibilities since the 1995 
Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, and in particular since the approval of the Model Additional Protocol by the 
Board of Governors in May 1997,  

(m) Recalling that the Final Document of the 2000 Review Conference of the Parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons - inter alia - (1) reaffirmed that the IAEA 
is the competent authority responsible for verifying and assuring, in accordance with the 
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